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CHEVY. THE ONLY BRAND TO EARN 
J.D. POWER DEPENDABILITY AWARDS FOR CARS, 
TRUCKS AND SUVS. TWO YEARS IN A ROW. 





- 2017 SILVERADO HD 
2017 CAMARO 


Н 








Current awards based оп 2013 апа 2014 model year vehicles. = mom => 


Over 35,000 owners were asked by J.D. Power to rate the dependability of their vehicles after three years of ownership. 
The result? Confirmation that when it comes to Chevrolet cars, trucks and SUVs, peace of mind comes standard. 


2017 “MOST DEPENDABLE SMALL CAR, LARGE SUV, LARGE HEAVY DUTY PICKUP AND MIDSIZE SPORTY CAR” 
2016 “MOST DEPENDABLE MIDSIZE CAR, COMPACT SUV, LARGE HEAVY DUTY PICKUP AND MIDSIZE SPORTY CAR” 


The Chevrolet Sonic, Chevrolet Tahoe, Chevrolet Silverado HD and Chevrolet Camaro received the highest numerical scores in their respective segments in the J.D. Power 
2017 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Study, based on responses from 35,186 U.S. original owners of 2014 model-year vehicles after three years of ownership about problems 
experienced in the past 12 months, surveyed in October-December 2016. The Chevrolet Malibu, Chevrolet Equinox, Chevrolet Silverado HD and Chevrolet Camaro received 
the highest numerical scores in their respective segments in the J.D. Power 2016 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Study, based on responses from 33,560 U.S. original owners of 
2013 model-year vehicles after three years of ownership about problems experienced in the past 12 months, surveyed in October-December 2015. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com. 
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DAILIES TOTALA)” 


+ lenses create a cushion of moisture on your eye 









m so comfortable, you'll forget you're wearing them. 


NEW WEARERS CAN SAVE UP TO $200* ON AN ANNUAL SUPPLY 
VISIT DAILIESCHOICE.COM 








*Rebate is in the form of a Visa prepaid card. Must be a new patient to DAILIES ТОТАП® 
contact lenses and must purchase an annual supply of DAILIES TOTALI? contact lenses. 
Rebate submission must be submitted electronically (or postmarked, if by mail) within 
sixty (60) days of purchase and no more than ninety (90) days after eye exam/lens 
fitting. Valid on purchases through participating retailers through 4-30-18. Additional 
restrictions apply. Visit DAILIESCHOICE.com for complete terms and conditions. 


Ask your eye care professional for complete wear, care and safety information. 
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SOAR WINNERS 
They led for all but seven 
minutes of the game, and 

when the clock ran out, 
Philadelphia had officially 
beaten the unbeatable 
Patriots 41-33 for their 
first Lombardi Trophy. 
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THE EAGLES 


How do you halt 

а dynasty? It 
wouldn't be the 
Philly way if it came 
easy. So: Combine 
an unlikely GM and 
coach, aravaged 
rosteranda 
discarded’ ОВ... 
BY GREG BISHOP 

AND BEN BASKIN 
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2018 OFFSEASON 


What are your 
team’s chances 

of getting to the 
Big Game next year, 
and what will they 
need to do to pull it 
off? SI ranks every 
franchise, from 
the neediest to the 
best-prepared 

BY ANDY BENOIT 
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COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 





TRAE YOUNG 


Oklahoma's 
shoot-and-pass- 
first freshman 
point guard Наз 
exceeded even his 


own expectations, 


transforming the 
Sooners while 
pulling off the 
unprecedented 
BY DAN GREENE 
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USA 
GYMNASTICS 





OFF-BALANCE 


Sexual predator 
Larry Nassar 
assaulted athletes 
for decades. 

Amid ongoing 
investigations, 
gymnasts wonder 
whom to trust. 
Where does {Пе 
зрогъдо from here? 
BY TOM TAYLOR 





SCORECARD р.15 FACE 


NHL 





THE GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS 


They were 
supposed їо Бе 

a sideshow, but 
instead Las Vegas's 
new team—a band 
of castoffs and one 
star prankster—has 
become the hottest 
act in hockey 

BY ALEX PREWITT 
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DEREK JETER 


The Marlins’ new 
CEO is used to 
success and 
profitability. He's 
not in the Bronx 
anymore—but while 
Jeter is playing 
defense in South 
Florida, he's as 
confident as ever 
BY TOM VERDUCCI 
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Pond Life 


SITV’S latest original documentary goes behind the scenes at the winter’s most thrilling sporting 
event. No, not the Olympics or the Super Bowl: the 13th annual U.S. Pond Hockey Championships. 

Held on Lake Nokomis in Minneapolis, the tournament boasts 25 rinks, 300 teams and 
2,500 players who travel from all over the continent to play a weekend of bitter cold outdoor 
hockey during the last weekend of January. 

“This is just the norm,” says pond hockey legend Geno Parrish. “What you do 
in Minnesota when you're growing up is you go to the local pond. ... This is 
our Disneyland." 

The championships are about more than just hockey. From a team of 
hometown friends who create their own beer-can Stanley Cup trophy to 
the pond hockey dynasty that has won eight of 13 tournaments, this 1; 
program, coming soon to SI TV, illuminates the ways that sports м 
can serve as the backbone of life in the North. —Andrew Kristy 6% | 
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» • NE WAY OR ANOTHER, Super Bowl 
Sunday was going to be memorable 
on the streets of Philadelphia. 

Either the Eagles were going to lose to the 

Patriots, running the franchise’s Super Bowl 

ledger to three losses in three trips and 

giving a fan base that seems to thrive on 
anger and disappointment plenty to work 
with. Or the Eagles would win, ending the 
city’s NFL title drought at 57 years and 
sending a fan base that seems to thrive on 
anger and disappointment into uncharted 
territory. How'd it go? Photographer Rob 

Tringali was there for every hour of the most 

anticipated, nerve-racking and ultimately 

joyous sports day in Philly history. 5 





a" Before the game the Rocky Balboa statue 
ж” at the Philadelphia Museum of Art became а 
shrine to two beloved Philly underdogs. 
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On Sunday morning Eagles fans around the area threw 
their own Hail Marys, and as the day went on they 
gathered at other hallowed sanctuaries: cheesesteak 
shops, game watch parties and downtown streets. 
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MIGHT NIGHT 

With the city’s founder, 
William Penn, looking 
down from atop City Hall, 
Eagles fans let it rip: the 
first Super Bowl party in 
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ууу basis Andy Benoit MAKING AN IMPACT 
FRIENDS WITH greatest college coach justifies his assertion Reading about the 
(ОМ-ҒІЕІ 0) BENEFITS of all time was оп the that Eagles coach sexual abuse endured by 
Jenny Vrentas's story sideline that day too. Doug Pederson Larry Nassar’s victims 
on the friendship of Brock Smith “stumbled upon” was difficult, би | can't 
Bill Belichick and Nick Horsepen, Va. the right plan for 


















Saban was a great read, quarterback Nick Foles 
but it failed to answer HAND OF GOD PARTII and the Philadelphia 
one important question: Greg Bishop's plaudits offense against the 
Does Saban give for the Patriots are Vikings. Pederson, 
preferential reports on understandable. His who coached 
college prospects to prose recapping the the Eagles 
his old friend or does he AFC championship = to the best 
treat every NFL team game conjured up a c - record in 
the same? Sistine-like image of > = the NFL even imagine how hard 
Jerry Soifer God in heaven, reaching Е despite losing it was for these women 
Corona, Calif. out to touch Tom five key players to to go out there and 
Brady's thumb. But injuries, deserves compete. They are 
The first NFL game for heaven's sake, if better than all nothing short of 
| attended was in you must deify the Benoit's demeaning amazing. Hopefully the 
Cleveland during that Pats, at least do so assessment. lesson we learn from " 
1994 season. | knew | after giving the Jaguars Hank McNeil this is that when a young 5 
had seen the man who and their fan base the Philadelphia person speaks up about 2 
turned out to be the courtesy of briefly abuse, we will listen, take 3 
greatest coach in pro describing the team's STADE OF THE ART it seriously and provide 2 
football history that accomplishments. | enjoyed Tim Rohan's all the help victims need. > 
day. What | didn't realize Marco Rand piece detailing the Steve Tarbert 3 
until now was that the Jacksonville evolution of NFL Sequim, Wash. 1 
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That’s what it takes to become a 
professional hockey player. It only 
takes 15 minutes to see how much 
you could save оп саг insurance. 
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SCURECARD 
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DERRICK ROSE'S 
SHOCKING DECLINE 
CONTINUES. SO 
WHY 15 ADIDAS 
STILL PAYING HIM 
SUPERSTAR DOUGH? 


> BY L. JON WERTHEIM 
» PHOTOGRAPH BY GARY DINEEN 
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ESSAY 





IF NBA players came with a stock price, 
late February 2012 represented the 
peak of the market for Derrick Rose. 
A fearless point guard for the Bulls, 
Rose was not only the reigning league 
MVP; at 22, he was also the youngest 
player ever to win the award. He had 
currency and street cred to burn. 
This was a time when LeBron James 
had zero NBA titles and polarized 
fans, still chafed by his Decision. 
Kobe Bryant was aging. The work-in- 
progress Warriors would finish that 
lockout-shortened season 23-43. 
Rose’s agents were aggressively 
renegotiating his deal with Adidas, 
and during All-Star weekend Rose 
re-signed, consecrating one of the 
most lucrative endorsement contracts 
(reported to be worth $185 million 
over 14 years) in the history of sports. 
Recently SI obtained his 40-page 
contract with Adidas, and the 
document shows just how far 
shoe companies are willing to go 
to accommodate an athlete. The 
deal called for annual retainers 
of $12 million per season from 
2012-13 until 16-17. (This season, 
he is entitled to $11 million.) It 










THEY SAID IT 





also included annual 

royalties of up to 

$6.25 million per 

year, as much as 

$4.8 million in annual 

appearance fees and 

use of a private plane. 

Reggie Rose, Derrick's 

older brother, is paid 

between $250,000 and 

$300,000 annually as a 

consultant. And Adidas 

also pledged $150,000 

per year to the AAU 

team of Rose's choice. 
To say that the 

brand made a big bet 

on Rose is as great 

an understatement as 
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ГУЕ NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING LIKE 
THIS,” A LONGTIME 
AGENT SAYS. “THE 
SHOE COMPANIES 
ARE RIGOROUS 
ENFORCERS [OF 
CONTRACTS]. THERE'S 
A SAYING: THERE'S 
ALWAYS ANOTHER 
PLAYER AND NEVER 
ENOUGH MONEY. 


Rose's calls for 
reductions and 
pro-rations. In this 
case, if Rose fails to 
make the All-Star team 
(as he has every year 
since 2012) or misses 
more than half the 

82 regular-season games 
(as he did in 12-12 
and 13-14 and is оп 
pace to do this season), 
he can be docked 

pay. But unlike most 
contracts, Rose's has 
clauses nullifying said 
deductions if he makes 
various promotional 
appearances. 


saying that it didn't 

pay off. Weeks after 

the deal was signed, in 

the first round of the 

playoffs, Rose tore the ACL in his left 
leg, causing him to miss the entire 
2012-13 season. He missed all but 

10 games the following year because 
of a meniscus injury. 

Though he has since returned to 
play, Rose has been a shard of his 
former self, taking abrupt leaves from 
both the Knicks and his current team, 
the Cavaliers. This season, still only 
29, Rose has played only 14 games. 

Rose's decline in status is reflected 
starkly in his NBA salary. At one point 
he was earning $20 million per season. 
Now he plays for the veteran minimum 
of $2.1 million. And yet, according to 
records made available to SI, Adidas 
continues to pay Rose in full. 

Like most endorsement contracts, 


“I NEED TO GET THE FIRE 
EXTINGUISHER OUT OF MY 
TRUNK. . . . SOMEONE LIT A 
CHRISTMAS TREE ON FIRE.” 


What’s more, in 
2015, Rose was accused 
of rape by a former 
girlfriend. (He was never 
criminally charged.) Though Rose was 
cleared by a jury in a civil suit, Adidas 
conceivably could have invoked the 
morals clause and asserted that the 
allegations had, as his contract states, 
“a material adverse effect against 
the reputation of Adidas.” Yet the 
company chose not to. 

Provided with the details of Rose’s 
continued payouts, one longtime 
sports agent—who has worked with 
Adidas for decades and thus requested 
anonymity—expressed surprise: “I’ve 
never seen anything like this. The 
shoe companies are rigorous enforcers 
[of contracts]. There’s a saying: 
There’s always another player and 
never enough money.” 

Reading the deal, Scott Rosner, 


2) 


* PHILADELPHIA POLICE 
OFFICER, overheard 

on the scanner during 
the aftermath of the 
Eagles' Super Bowl win 
over the Patriots. 
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SIGN OF THE 
APOCALYPSE 


the academic director of the sports 
management program at Columbia, 
concluded: “I don’t think it was 
sloppy drafting. I think Adidas didn’t 
use its leverage; or, at that moment, 
didn’t have the leverage.” (An Adidas 
spokeswoman declined to comment 
for this story, as did Rose, through 
his agent, B.J. Armstrong, citing the 
contract’s confidentiality provision.) 

Adidas’s treatment of Rose is 
especially perplexing given how 
closely the company has held other 
players to the letter of their contracts. 
On Jan. 18, 2016, Celtics guard Terry 
Rozier signed a deal that, according to 
documents provided to SI, guaranteed 
him $300,000 over three seasons. 

During the 2017 Eastern Conference 
finals, Rozier wore Nikes during a 
pregame shootaround. He changed 
into Adidas shoes for the game, 
but his public appearance in a rival 
brand did not escape notice. In a 
letter delivered by FedEx last May 26, 
Adidas’s legal counsel Monique 
Hawthorne notified Rozier, “Adidas is 
terminating your Agreement effective 
immediately.” (According to Rozier’s 
representatives, they plan to arbitrate 
Adidas’s decision.) 

As for Rose, he was asked recently 
whether his Adidas deal has 
influenced his decision not to retire. 
“Man, I don’t care about [that],” he 
said. “Not to be rude, [but] I don’t 
care about no f------ money.” Adidas 
shareholders might feel otherwise. a 


For more on Rose's contract with 
Adidas, check out Michael McCann's 
breakdown on SI.com. 


TICKPICK, AN ONLINE 
RESALE COMPANY, 
SAYS IT SOLD A 
PREMIUM SEAT TO 
SUPER BOWL LII 
FOR ONE BITCOIN. 
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IT WILL be years before the full impact of the new 

federal tax plan is known, but one thing is certain: 
High-earning athletes will feel a difference in their 
wallets. Most will benefit from cuts for top earners 
but will also lose several common deductions. This 


will be a particularly complex tax season, especially for athletes 
switching teams. How they come out will largely depend on where 
they play. With the help of CPA to the stars Jarrett Perry, here's how 
athletes could be impacted in 2018. —Jacob Feldman 


The reduction in the 

top federal marginal 

tax rate [from 39% to 
37.4%), means substantial 
savings for players in that 
bracket. Someone making 
$35.5 millianwWhich is 
what Clayton Kershaw 
pulls down—could save аз 
much as $568,000. 


Its not a new 
phenomenon, but it still 
holds true: Betting traded 
can have parks. Ex- Clipper 
Blake Griffin is moving 
from the state with the 
highest state income 

tax bracket [13.3%] to 
Michigan, with a flat 
4.25% rate; That could save 
him up to $1.6 million. 


On the flip side, consider 

Giancarlo Stanton. After 

eight years in tax-free 

Florida, the new Yankee № 
Will.now be spending a lot 

more time in New York, 

where the top income tax ТМ 
bracket is 8.875, That could | . 
cost him 91.1 million this 


| | 
season. í 
a 


Financial impact: (9 
scaled 1105 шшшш ш 





Residents of areas 
that charge state and 
local taxes [SALT], such 
as California, can no 
longer deduct mostof 
those payments-from 
their federaltaxable 
income. AS a result, 
Kershaw could 

lose as Much as 

$1.3 million. 


The new Pistan's savings 
would be partially offset 
by unreimbursed outlays 
like training expenses 
and union dues that 

are no longer deductible. 
An athlete pulling in the 
median. NBA salary with 
$100,000 worth of such 
expenses will pay 
$19,000 more. 


Stanton will take an 
additional hit by the 
scrapping of unreimbursed 
expense deductions, most 
significantly agent fees. 
With а contract as big as 
Stanton's, thatcould cost 
as much as $250,000 in 
extra taxes. 


savings Ф 
Cost a 
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OSCAR 
GAMBLE 


1949-2018 - 


T REMAINS the most famous hairdo in the history 

of baseball, if not sports: the glorious Afro that 

warmed the head of Indians outfielder Oscar 
Gamble in the mid-1970s. It made wearing a hat or a hel met 
such a chore that Gamble used a visor in spring training and 
would've done the same during the season if rules permitted. 

But when Gamble, who died of cancer last week, was 

traded to the Yankees in 1975, manager Billy Martin refused 
to give him his uniform at spring training until he had the 
'fro shorn. With his wife and Yankees coach Elston Howard 
along for support, Gamble went to a hotel barber. More than 
an hour—and $30, quite a sum for a haircut back then—later, 
the do was done. “I feel like I'm naked," Gamble said at the 
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time. *You know, I had an offer from Afro Sheen to do some 
commercials this summer, but now I don't have no hair.” 

“If I see Oscar can't hit without his hair, we'll get it back,” 
Martin joked. *I had it saved, just in case." 

It turned out he could hit just fine. Gamble smacked 
200 homers and slugged .454 in a 17-year career in which he 
rarely faced southpaws. The lefty batter crouched low to the 
ground so he could get a better look at incoming pitches. “He 
was a dead lowball hitter. If you pitched him down and in, 
it was not going to end up well for you," says Duane Kuiper, 
a teammate for two seasons in Cleveland. *He was a great 
dude. He was funny, he had a great laugh. I wish I could have 
played with him a lot longer." —Mark Bechtel 
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Today 15 better when you've 
taken care of tomorrow. 


Let's get started. Call 1-866-954-4321, or visit mutualofamerica.com 


MUTUAL OF AMERICA 
Your Retirement Company 








MOTOR SPORTS 


DANICA'S 
LAST DAYS 





» BY RICHARD DEITSCH 


HE RACE CAR driver Danica Patrick 

will appear in her final NASCAR race, 

the Daytona 500, on Feb. 18. Before 
embarking on what's being called the Danica 
Double (she'll take her last laps at the Indy 500 in 
May), she spoke about her final chapter. 
» SI: You said something in a recent interview: “If 
this is the end, a certain portion of me has to die. 
A part of my identity will go away." How are you 
dealing with that prospect? 
DP: It's not like everyone will automatically forget 
I was a race car driver, but I have to let go of that 
being my existing identity—and have it become 
something that was my identity. Sometimes the fear 
has a lot more to do with whether [there] will be a 
new identity, and will it be what I want it to be. 

















LEFTY GOMEZ, IN 1934, 
AT YANKEES SPRING TRAINING 
IN ST. PETERSBURG 
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IT’S ONE 
THING TO 
SAY | AM 
RETIRING, 
AND IT'LL 
BE ANOTHER 
THING WHEN 
IT FINALLY 
* SI: Had your results been different, would you HAPPENS. 
still be in this position, walking away? MY ORIN DRIVE ТО 
DP: No. I would still be in the third year of my 00 WELL [AT 
contract right now if my sponsor [Stewart-Haas] INDY] WILL 
had not left, but they did not leave because of BE REALLY 
results. They left for various other reasons that I HIGH. 
don't think will ever be clear or fair. But they left. I в 


would have pushed harder to keep going. 

» SI: How do you think you will be feeling at Indy? 
DP: It will be nostalgic. It's one thing to say Iam 
retiring, and it'll be another thing when it finally 
happens. My drive to do well will be really high. 

› SI: If everything magically went right for you in 
May and you won Indy, would you still retire? 

DP: Oh, my God, I would just die. It would be the 
perfect way to walk away. 


TELL ME WHY... PITCHERS AND CATCHERS REPORT EARLY 


тте 


“There was а warm sun, a Clear sky, по wind, and a thermometer 

in the eighties,” recounted a New York Times story from spring training 
іп 1905—the first year all AL and NL teams headed south to gear up 

for the season. Clark Griffith, manager of the New York Highlanders, 
“devoted his time to watching the pitching recruits,” and for good 
reason: Griffith’s position players weren't required to show up in 
Montgomery, Ala., for another week. The purpose behind this century- 
old ritual has always been somewhat murky—in a Times story from 
1914, Brooklyn skipper Charles Ebbets was said to require his pitchers 
and catchers to report early "for the baths and road work" —but then, as 
now, there was also a belief that pitchers and their battery mates needed 
more time to hone their craft before facing teammates in live batting 
practice. As Sandy Koufax once said, “People writing about spring 
training not being necessary have never tried to throw a baseball.” 
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VAULT 


PEBBLE'S 
REACH 


AN AMATEUR ON THE LINKS, 
PLIMPTON WAS ANYTHING 
BUT IN PRINT 





| » BY MICHAEL BAMBERGER 





N 1988 the writer George Plimpton, 
Q pencil behind his ear, deposited his 
tall and lanky self on the pro golf 
tour—t down, no registered trademark in those 
days. His first stop was Pebble Beach, for what 
was known as the Crosby, hosted by Bing 
Crosby his own self. This week the PGA Tour 
returns to the Monterey Peninsula, for the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am. (The AT&T, to 
the kids playing the PGA Tour today.) Plimpton 
was there in '66 as an amateur participant/ 
SI contributor. Talk about your better 
boondoggles. 
Plimpton was an 18-handicap golfer, but 
at charm he was scratch. At Pebble he told 
Dave Marr, a rising star, about a recurring 
nightmare in which a large insect descends 
on his ball during his downswing. Marr, in 
Plimpton's recounting, responds by saying, 
“If you don't mind, just don't tell us too many 
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things like that." There could be a similar 
amateur-professional exchange this week, but 
it's unlikely. 

Plimpton played in three California pro-ams 
that year and wrote about his experiences with 
pure Plimpton je ne sais quoi. His book about 
those events, The Bogey Man, started as a 
three-part series in SI. 

Crosby played annually in his event and 
crooned at a tournament party. The gáme's 
leading pros were all regulars: Hogan, Palmer, 
Nicklaus, Watson. (This year, Когу/МеПгоу is 
playing his first AT&T.) The amateurs at the 
Crosby were Hollywood movie stars, Las Vegas 
comedians, East Coast business/moguls, 
ballplayers headed for Cooperstown—stars. 
This year the tournament's website is touting 
the arrival of Chris Harrison /the host of 
The Bachelor. Bing ran the eyent by (gentle) 
force of personality. What carries it now is 
corporate cache. 

Plimpton and his struggling pro, Bob 
Bruno, survive, vividly, in/the SI Vault. So does 
Plimpton’sWHEEZING CADDIE;the diminutive 
Abe, a former sardine fisherman. Rick Reilly, 
another former SI scribe, wrote a foreword 
to a reissue of The Bogey Man. He also played 
at Pebble as an am and wrote about it in the 
Feb. 15, 1993 issue. 

Herbert Warren Wind wrote about Bing anc 
his invitational for this magazine in the 19505. 
In his '76 Crosby game story, Пай Jenkins 
mocked ABC's TV coverage and Johnny 
Bench's pink sweateT, alongside some choice 
paragraphs deVoted to the winner, 24-year-old 
BEN CRENSHAW)a fellow Texan. 

Over the years the magazine has sent a 
Murderers’ Row of writing talent to Pebble, 
including John Garrity, tall and lanky and 
graceful in all things; funnyman Gary 
Van Sickle; and Alan Shipnuck, who first got 
the attention of his future boss at SI, Mark 
Mulvoy, as a glorified Pebble Beach cart boy. 
Those writers went multiple times. 

Plimpton went only once, and he killed it 
every which way to Sunday. He describes a 
morose Bob Bruno marching into a forest 
beside the 5th tee at Cypress Point and beating 
his driver against a tree stump. Plimpton tells 
us what he wanted to say: “Anything I can do 
to help, Bob?" о 
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JAN. 30, 1967 

"| noticed 

that, like many 
caddies [Abe] 
referred to his 
golfer as 'we' 
when things 
were going well. 
After a good 
drive he would 
say, 'We're 

right down the 
middle. Yessir, 
we're right down 
the damn pike.' 
In adversity, the 
first person 'we' 
was dropped 
and the second 
and third person 
would appear. 
The caddie 
would say after 
gazing at a duck 
hook: 'You're 
dead. You're off 
there way to 

the left.' " 


FEB. 2, 1976 
“When the last 
sparkling ray of 
sunshine had 
glanced off the 
last heavenly 
chunk of real 
estate known 
as Carmel Bay, 
Crenshaw had 
won the Bing 
Crosby National 
Pro-Am that 
everyone 
expected [Jack] 
Nicklaus to win, 
and Nicklaus, or 
someone posing 
as Nicklaus, had 
shot, in order, a 
45 on the back 
nine at Pebble 
Beach, an 82 for 
the final round 
and, possibly, 
himself.” 
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The 
Honda 
Classic. 












Tune in to see the best golfers 
in the world battle the PGA a Aes 
National Resort & Spa’s famous 2012 Honda Classic Champion 


Bear Trap and compete to win 
The Honda Classic. 


February 22-25 on the Golf Channel 
February 24 - 25 on CBS 


Check local listings for times. 
PGA National Resort & Spa, 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 


FEBRUARY 19-25 
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GAMEPLAN: THE SMART FAN'S GUIDE TO RIGHT NOW 


FAIR PLAY 


ED 0 ВАММОМ EXPLAINS 
WHY EDUCATION AS 
COMPENSATION ISN'T 

A TRUE REALITY 





GOAT - DAILY FANTASY SPORTS 
Available in the App Store 
Daily fantasy meets HQ Trivia in 
this mobile game that offers real 
cash for correctly forecasting the 
дау 5 sports outcomes. Finally, а 


READ 





use for your gift of knowing that ттт 
Ben Bishop would make more 
saves than Petr Mrázek tonight! COURT JUSTICE 
by Ed O'Bannon with 
SI contributor Michael McCann 
In 2009 the star 
forward for the 1995 


UCLA Bruins became 
the face of a landmark 
class action lawsuit 
against the NCAA, 
arguing against its 
continued use of his 
likeness for profit. 
Now he's speaking 

out for college 
athletes' rights: 





WATCH 


NBA DUNK CONTEST 
Feb. 16 at 8 p.m. on TNT 

Donovan Mitchell, Larry Nance Jr., 
Victor Oladipo and Dennis Smith Jr. 

will compete for the crown in the 
All-Star weekend tradition of What 

Can | Jump Over That Will Make 

Seven-Foot Men on the Sidelines 

Scream into Their Fists the Loudest? 


"With practice, travel, 
the playing schedule 
and everything that's 
involved in being a 
Division | basketball 
player, there’s so 
much time dedicated 
to your sport. Тћеге 5 
not a lot left for 
school and life. So 
when there are certain 
classes offered that 
you're interested in 
but you can't take 





WATCH [because of schedule 
conflicts], what 
COACH SNOOP do you do? You're 
On Netflix forced to answer the 


question: What's the 
actual reason I'm 
here? The reason 15 to 
play basketball. | bring 
money into the school 
and ultimately into 
the NCAA's pockets. 
That's what it is." 
—Dan Greene 


S0, 13 years ago Snoop Dogg— 
yes, the D-O-double-6 himself— 
created a youth football league in 
inner-city L.A. This eight-episode 

docuseries follows some of 
league's players, and of course, 
the dopest coach in football. 
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Want the same coverage as the big carriers for 
a lot less? It’s time for Straight Talk. 










ultimate 
UNLIMITED 


4G LTE’ DATA, TALK & TEXT 


$ 


/mo 
NO CONTRACT 


Video typically streams at DVD quality 


То get 4G LTE speed, you must have a 4G [ТЕ capable device and 46 LTE SIM. Actual availability, coverage and speed may vary. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. A month equals thirty days 
Please refer always to the latest Terms and Conditions of Service at StraightTalk.com 


At Straight Talk Wireless we use the same cell towers as 
the big carriers but we don't pay to build or maintain 
them. So you get the same great nationwide coverage 
on America's largest and most dependable 4G ПЕ! 
networks and your phone works in more places for a 
lot less. Find out more at StraightTalk.com 


Straight | 
«c 


wireless 


Only at 
Walmart 
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SCORECARD 


EDGE: GEAR. TECH. FITNESS. 


SNOOZE 
CONTROL 


A NEW ALL-NATURAL DRINK 
IS HELPING ROAD-WEARY NBA 
PLAYERS GET TU SLEEP 

















» BY LEE JENKINS 


HE NUGGETS landed in Los Angeles at 
12:30 a.m. on Jan. 17, after a win over the 
Mavericks hours earlier in Denver, and 
weary passengers staggered from charter 
plane to charter bus. Power forward Trey Lyles 
settled into his seat for the 30-minute ride, holding 
an eight-ounce baby blue can, about the same 
size as a Red Bull but with the opposite 
effect. As the bus approached downtown, 
Lyles downed the fruit-flavored drink, 
and by 1:30 he was asleep in his bed at 
the Ritz-Carlton. “That’s early for me,” 
Lyles says. “It used to be three or four, 
and Га be tossing and turning.” 

In his third year out of Kentucky 
and first in Denver, Lyles is putting 
together his finest NBA season, which 
he attributes partly to the contents 
of that baby-blue can. In November 
a doctor from the UCHealth Sleep Lab visited 
the Nuggets and spoke to the team about the 
importance of sleep, a pressing topic in a league 
filled with late nights and long trips. The doctor 
suggested drawing shades, avoiding screens 
and cooling bedrooms to 65-70“. “I’ve tried 
[them] all,” Lyles sighs, “all the sheep counting. 
Nothing worked for me.” 

When the presentation ended, Lyles turned 
to head strength-and-conditioning coach Felipe 
Eichenberger and described his insomnia. “My 
mind is always running,” Lyles says. “After games 
my body can’t settle down. I just lie there with my 
thoughts. Then I start looking at the clock: ‘It’s four, 





SPORTS ILLUSTRATED | FEBRUARY 12, 2018 








and I’ve got practice at nine. I’m going to be tired. 


WELL- 
RESTED 
Since December, 
Lyleshas 
averaged more 
than 14 points, 
ostly off 


4 the bench. 
"i 





14 


He craved something stronger than melatonin 
supplements but more natural than ZzzQuil pills, 
which left him groggy. Eichenberger introduced 
Lyles to a new drink, certified by the National 
Science Foundation For Sport, called Som. 
Advertised as “drug-free, dairy-free, gluten-free,” 


INSIDE THE CAN... 


ww чт 


FOOD SCIENTIST ROB BENT, 
CHIEF PRODUCT OFFICER: 

When we created Som, we aimed 
to optimize the natural sleep 
process through a stack of active 
ingredients. We divided them into 
three tiers. The first tier consists 
of magnesium and vitamin 86, 
nutritional building blocks that are 
often deficient in the American 
diet. They are essential for the 
natural production of melatonin, 
the hormone that triggers the 
cascade of events leading to 
healthy sleep. In the second 


Som was not designed for NBA players. But they 
might end up being the most loyal customers. 
After averaging 5.6 points and 3.0 rebounds 
in November, Lyles put up 14.7 points and 6.6 
rebounds in December, post-Som. Teammates 
wanted to know his secret. When the Nuggets hit 
the road in January, Eichenberger stuffed about 15 
Soms in a trunk and distributed them on the bus. 
Now, Lyles has drinking buddies. 


tier are L-Theanine and GABA, 
two compounds that increase 
alpha frequency brain waves and 
decrease beta waves. When ме ге 
awake and active, the majority of 
our brain activity is in the beta- 
wave frequency band. However, as 
we transition from wakefulness 
to sleep, alpha wave activity takes 
over. The second-tier ingredients 
help create a neurological state 
we think of as "sleep adjacent." 
The third tier is melatonin itself, 
to help begin the actual transition 
to sleep. 
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YOUR 
RESUME 


GOT YOU 
THIS FAR. 


TOMORROW 
IS YOUR 
FACE’S TURN. 


Moe 
a EDGE Жу 
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Si EATS: FOOD. DRINK. CULTURE. SPORTS. 


DINING FOR GOLD 


BREAKFAST (АМО LUNCH AND DINNER] OF CHAMPIONS » BY MITCH GOLDICH 


| BREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER SNACK IN THEIR WORDS 

























: Overnightoats, : : Similar to lunch, + Fruit, granola : | like to live by 
к ; finding new ways : i awell-rounded : bars : the common 
> : to mix it up : meal with : sense rule. 


: protein, carbs, 


: Practice portion 
: vegetables 


control and limit 
pizza to only 
once a week. 





| Chicken or eggs, 
: white rice mixed 
: with vegetables 














MIA MANGANELLO 
SPEED SKATING 









: Plain greek : Spinach salad : Chicken ог : Homemade : When I'm 
E : yogurt, frozen į with grilled | beef stir fry : protein balls : nervous before 
> : berries, granola, : chicken, peppers, : with Teriyaki : [whey protein : a big game, 
> : coffee : cranberries, | sauce and | powder, oats, : | always feel 
: : sunflower seeds : grilled peppers, : honey, peanut X | hungry, so | 
: and balsamic : broccoli, green : butter, with chia : make sure to 


beans, : seeds or mini | have а snack 


: vinaigrette 
: chocolate chips] : with me. 



















: Two pieces : Large Salmon, : Mid-morning: : My nutritional 

: of toast with : salad, : pasta, i Powerbarand =: challenge is 

: Nutella, apple : heaping plate : sauteed i sports drink, : getting enough 

: with peanut : of rice, chicken, : vegetables, i chocolate milk. ; calories. This is 

: butter, milk, : roasted | се cream for  : Afternoon: : my diet inthe 

: juice, ; vegetables : dessert. And : smoothie, chocolate: summer, when 
CLARE EGAN | tea i | occasionally, а | milk. Bedtime: | | train up to six 

: glass of wine : cereal with milk : hours а day. 


АЈА INAI 
BIATHL IN 








: Chris: Eggs, oats, : Chris: Light : Both: Grilled : Alexa:Reese’s : Alexa: We eat 





- : whole grain bagel, ; sandwich with $ meat, salad, : Peanut Butter + differently during 
» : meat, coffee, : acomplexcarb : lightcarbside : Cups : the day [food 
> i water, milk; : and lean protein, : (noodles, brown and definitely 
: Alexa: Oats, : salad; Alexa: : rice, etc.), fruit, quantity], but we 
| banana, peanut | Sandwich, salad, : dessert (always : almost always 
CHRIS 8 ALEXA KNIERIM | butter, milk, | fruit, milk | Alexa’s call] | have the same 
i coffee, water : : : thing for dinner. 


PAIRS FIGURE SKATING 














: Avocado toast, : Salad with : Banana, Red i Имете 
> : hard-boiled egg, : chicken or : Bull, peanut ; celebrating а 
b : smoothie with : salmon, water : butter and : win, add a 10 
> protein powder, : ; jelly sandwich, Barrel beer to 

i almond milk, : almonds or other : the menu! 

i banana, kale, ; nuts i 










: Salad, salmon, 


| blueberries | 
: : vegetables 


BEN FERGUSON 
SNO W BOS AR | 
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= 
THE GAME DAY SNACKS ` 
THAT TAKE YOUR TASTE BUDS ' 


TO THE BIG DANCE. | 
ТНЕВ B 


Keep it real. Keep it Tyson. 








NOMINATE NOW v 


Io submit a candidate for Faces in the 


athletes 


Crowd, email faces@simail.com 
For more on outstanding amateur 
, follow (281 Faces on [witter 


FACES IN THE CROWD .......... 


, 
| 





CHASSE 
SODEMANN 

> Chino Hills, Calif. 
> Swimming 


Sodemann, a junior 
at the Coast Guard 
Academy, took the 
50- (26.37) and the 
100-yard |56.30) 
breast and the 

200 individual medley 
(1:58.53) to lead the 
Bears to the CT Cup 
title in Middletown, 
Conn. Last season he 
was an All-America in 
the breaststroke. 


UPDATE 


TY Yg 


BRITTA CURL 
» Bismarck, N.D. 
» Hockey 


Britta, a senior forward 
at St. Mary's Central 
High, netted two goals 
and had two assists 
to lead Team USA 

past Sweden 9-3 in 
the gold medal game 
atthe U-18 world 
championship in 
Dmitrov, Russia. She 
also scored twice in a 
5-3 preliminary round 
win over Russia. Britta 
will play at Wisconsin. 


Duick Study 


CARTE'ARE 
GORDON 
»St. Louis 

» Basketball 


Carte Are, a 6' 9" 
senior forward at 
Webster Groves 

High, had 31 points, 
11 rebounds and seven 
blocks in a 90-75 win 
over nationally ranked 
Mount Vernon [N.Y.] at 
the Hoophall Classic 
in Springfield, Mass. 
Through 16 games he 
was averaging 18.6 
points and 8.7 boards. 


KELLY BELZESKI 
» Schererville, Ind. 
» Bowling 


Belzeski, a senior at 
Nebraska, rolled a 
1,169 over five games 
for the high score 
at the Mid-Winter 
Invitational in 
Jonesboro, Ark. 

At the 2017 NCAA 
championship she 
had the highest 
average —217.6 in 
seven games—and 
led the Huskers to a 
second-place finish. 


Ed 





Christian Coleman appeared in FACES IN THE CROWD last July after setting the 
collegiate record in the 100-meter dash (9.82) while competing for Tennessee at the 





JILLIAN BOURDAGE 
» Tamarac, Fla. 
» Golf 


Jillian, a sophomore 
at American Heritage 
School in Plantation, 
shot an even-par 144 
to take the Class 2A 
state title at Howey- 
in-the-Hills. She led 
the county in scoring 
average [71.0] and in 
most rounds under par 
(eight). Jillian also won 
the SFPGA champions 
tournament with a 
six-under 138. 
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NCAA outdoor championships. Now, seven months later, he is lowering marks again. 
At the Clemson Invitational on Jan. 19, the 21-year-old sprinter from Atlanta ran the 
60 meters in 6.37 seconds, besting Maurice Greene’s 20-year-old world record of 
6.39. It was the perfect way to start the 2018 season for Coleman, especially after his 
dominant 2017. In addition to his record-breaking 100, he became only the second 
person to win the indoor 60- and 200- and the outdoor 100- and 200-meter collegiate 
titles in one year. (Justin Gatlin was the other.) What’s more, Coleman missed the 
200-meter NCAA record by just .01. Unsurprisingly, he earned the USTFCCCA track 
and field athlete of the year award. To follow that up, at the world championships 
in London last August, Coleman finished second in the 100—ahead of Usain Bolt. It 
was his professional debut. —Ј.Е. 
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UPLOADED 
Its more of the food they love. 


© 2017 Kraft Foods 





LEGEND? ІТ WOULDN-f'BE THE PHILLY WAY IF IT 
CAME EASY. SO: РИЈСК A GM AND A COACH FROM THE 
 UNLIKEEIEST PLACES. WATCH INJURIES RAVAGE 
YOUR ROSTER, AND DROP IN A DISCARDED QB. THEN 
RISKIT ALL AND GREEN-LIGHT THE GUTSIEST CALL | 
NM пени GAME HISTORY... AND REAP THE REWARD: 


A GLORIOUS, FRANCHISE-FIRST SUPER BOWL WIN 


A 














BY GREG BISHOP & BEN BASKIN 


Photograph by WALTER 10055 JR. _ 








е; THOROUGHLY 
-MODERN PHILLY 
Pilfered from the Bears’ 





/— . — playbook, “Target left bunch, - 


ia Philly Special” called for 
Clement to take a direct snap _ 

and pitch to Burton, who 

_ found Foles alone for a TD. 
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| # | NFL SUPER BOWL LII 2: 


Nick Foles stood in thigh-deep water in California's Sierra Nevada 
mountain range, surrounded by pine trees, holding a fly-fishing rod 


in his right hand. Rainbow trout flittered to the water's surface, 
nipping at the dry flies he was floating. This was late July 2016. 
Foles was 27 and alone, at the bottom of a canyon, on a trailhead 
named Forks of the Kern, and he was facing the most significant 
fork of his life: He'd just decided to retire from pro football after 


four seasons, in Philadelphia and St. Louis. 


Foles lost cell service when he went into 
those mountains, but first he'd sent a hand- 
ful of texts to family, friends and his agent 
confirming his decision. He planned to spend 
a few days alone with his thoughts, sleeping 
in a tent on the side of the river with the 
water rushing by, eating fish and steak and 
drinking cocktails with friends, then floating 
down the Upper Kern without any destina- 
tion in mind, NFL or otherwise. 

On the five-hour drive in, he'd run through 
all of his reasons for retiring, explaining to 
his brother-in-law, Ryan Moore, that he'd lost 
his passion for football in his last season, 
with the Rams, who'd benched him and then 
cut him over the phone. He felt disillusioned. 
He planned to become a high school pastor and join his 
father, Larry, as a full-time restaurateur. “I couldn't find 
a fault in his reasoning," says Moore. 

After three days, Foles left that idyllic setting at peace 
with his decision. But as he drove back toward civiliza- 
tion his phone regained service, and among the barrage 
of texts he'd missed was a note from Andy Reid, who'd 
coached Foles for one year with the Eagles before moving 
on to lead the Chiefs. Reid complimented Foles's abilities 
and referenced his own experience: being pushed out 
of Philly, the transition, the unknown. *You have a lot 
of great football left in you," he wrote. 

When Foles called his father at midnight, Larry 
wondered whether his son was O.K. “Dad, I’m going to 
Kansas City,” Nick said. “Tm going to play for Andy.” 

The next night Foles was driving around Newport 
Beach, Calif., with his two brothers-in-law, searching for 
a field. And there, in the relative darkness, Foles threw a 
football for the first time in six months. Two days later 
he left for Chiefs camp. 

“He wasn't 10096 convinced at that point,” says Moore. 
“But he had to take that leap of faith." 
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THAT'S ALL FOLES 


Pederson drove the Pats 
looney tunes with his 
play-calling, especially on 
two fourth downs, and Foles 
fired for 373 yards, fifth 
most in Super Bowl history. 


FLASH FORWARD 
19 months, through a season 
spent mostly on the bench in 
K.C., to the frozen snow globe 
of Minneapolis, inside the 
ebullient Eagles locker room 
after their victory over the 
Patriots in Super Bowl LII. 
It's hard to say what's most 
improbable about their 41-33 
triumph: the roster assem- 
bled by a general manager 
who'd been cast into exile 
two seasons ago; the coach 
who'd spent 13 seasons as an 
NFL backup and was clean- 
ing a high school locker room a decade ago; or the fly- 
fishing quarterback who nearly retired, then replaced 
one of the league's best players en route to being named 
Super Bowl MVP. 

The Eagles gathered in the center of their locker room 
after their conquest as "Dreams and Nightmares" by 
incarcerated Philadelphia rapper Meek Mill blared over 
portable speakers. For a team that earned the NFC's 
No. 1 seed and played Vegas underdog in every one of 
its playoff games, the lyrics were an ethos, a soundtrack 
for the disrespected. 

I used to pray for times like this, to rhyme like this/So I 
had to grind like that to shine like this 

Players stood on chairs, threw packets of Uncrustables 
into the air like chunky confetti and sprayed so much 
champagne that the Lombardi Trophy required perpetual 
wiping off. Defensive tackle Fletcher Cox danced from 
locker to locker, swigging Moet straight from the bottle, 
with a victory cigar tucked behind his ear. Nearby, team- 
mates took pulls from a bottle of Johnny Walker Blue. 

“Have y'all seen the city right now?” running back Jay 
Ajayi shouted. “Philly is burning down!” 
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“IT’S GOING ТО BE O.K.," FOLES TOLD HIS 
FATHER AFTER WENTZ, THE MVP FRONT- 
RUNNER, WENT DOWN WITH AN ACL TEAR 
ON DEC. 10. “ГМ GOING TO STEP UP." 


Eventually, the player most responsible for delivering 
Philadelphia its first Super Bowl win made it to his locker. 
There Foles was greeted by Carson Wentz, the MVP 
candidate he replaced in Week 14 when Wentz tore his 
left ACL, portending certain doom for a cursed fan base. 
“T told you,” Wentz gushed to his stand-in. “I knew it." 

After that injury in Los Angeles, Foles had met with 
his father, and Larry grappled with the same concerns 
as every Eagles fan. Were the Super Bowl dreams over? 

“It’s going to be O.K., Dad,” Nick said. “Tm going 
to step up.” 

Confident as Foles was, there’s no way he—or anyone— 
could have known then what would transpire on Super 
Bowl Sunday inside U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. No 
way he could have guessed he would throw for 373 yards 
and three TDs, and catch another score. No possible way 
he could have imagined becoming the first QB in 16 years 
to win a championship after starting the season as a 
backup, no chance he could have predicted toppling the 
Patriots—perhaps ending the greatest dynasty in NFL 
history—and outdueling the greatest passer of all time. 

“[ People] don't know who Nick Foles is,” Larry said af- 
terward. “He’s the kind of guy that can sneak up on you.” 


UPER BOWL LII was supposed to be a corona- 
tion, more proof that no matter what happened to 
New England’s three pillars—owner Robert Kraft, 
coach Bill Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady— 
the Pats would prevail, because prevailing is coded in 
their DNA. Sure, there was heightened tension this season 
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STRIPTEASE 

The Pats had the ball with 
more than two minutes 
left, down only five, when 
Graham’s forced fumble 
halted comeback bid No. 1. 


between three men wHo share five Super Bowl trophies; 
and, yes, there was {ПР matter of the gash that opened 
on Brady’s thumb, just days before the AFC title game, 
requiring 12 stitches. But these were the Patriots. Even 
with Spygate and Deflategate, they'd played in Super 
Bowls in half of Brady's 16 full seasons. 

This one, though, felt different. Different because 
Brady and Belichick had each exposed little slivers 
of humanity. Brady participated in a revealing online 
documentary series, Tom vs. Time, that debuted the 
week before the Super Bowl, and he waxed nostalgic 
in Minneapolis about childhood vacations to a family 
farm 110 miles northwest, in Browerville. Belichick, too, 
participated in a just-released doc, a 30 for 30 episode 
with his mentor-and-sometimes-antagonist Bill Parcells. 
At media night, one writer counted the Patriots' leader 
smiling 33 times—about 33 times more than usual. 

Before Sunday's game kicked off, Brady told broad- 
caster Jim Gray that he planned to play next season. 
Belichick had already shared with friends that he wasn't 
exactly sure what his future held. Both men would have 
weighed their options anyway, but now there were ad- 
ditional considerations. Belichick had restricted the 
field and facility access of Brady's body coach, Alex 
Guerrero, and the midseason trade of Jimmy Garoppolo 
had heightened existing tensions, and, well... . Typical 
Patriots: another round of controversy, another Super 
Bowl. ^I hate to make it sound like this," Brady's father, 
Tom Brady Sr., said the week before the title game, “but 
it has kind of become natural. There's always something. 
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But they come through.” 

Except, here came Team Improbable to wreck that nar- 
rative. The Eagles and the Patriots combined for 74 points 
and—stop and think about this for a moment—1,151 yards, 
the most in any game in NFL history. There was receiver 
Alshon Jeffery, discarded as oft-injured by the Bears 
(and written off years ago by Tennessee coach Lane 
Kiffin as destined to pump gas for a living if he went to 
South Carolina), grabbing a jump ball from Foles for a 
34-yard score and an early 9-3 Eagles lead. There was 
running back LeGarrette Blount, whose Eagles offer the 
Patriots chose not to match even after he scored 18 TDs 
for them in 2016, barreling into the end zone to extend 
that advantage to 15-3. 

The Pats roared back, of course, and Brady, at age 40, 
threw for an unprecedented 505 yards and three scores, 
two of them to tight end Rob Gronkowski. New England 
came back because that’s what New England does. 
But each time the Pats pulled closer—or even when 
they pulled ahead, 33-32, on Gronk’s second score, 
midway through the fourth quarter—Philly responded. 

The Eagles didn’t win by luck, they won by being 


“THAT PLAY SHOWS YOU THE 
KIND OF COACH PEDERSON 
15,” SAYS ROSEMAN. “THAT’S 
CALLED BIG BALLS.... 
CAN I SAY BIG BALLS?” 


brazen. Late in the second quarter coach Doug Pederson 
dialed up a play— Philly Special, they called it—that his 
team had practiced the past three weeks. Corey Clem- 
ent, an undrafted rookie running back, took a direct 
snap and flipped the ball to undrafted tight end Trey 
Burton, who threw to Foles for a one-yard score. “That 
shows you the kind of confidence, the kind of guts, the 
kind of coach that [Pederson] is,” says general manager 
Howie Roseman. “Unbelievable. That's called big balls." 

He pauses. “Can I say big balls?" 

The Eagles won with schematic wrinkles. Trailing by 
one in the fourth quarter, they lined three wideouts in 
a bunch formation to the right, sent Clement in motion 
to that side, and then watched Foles sling a dart to tight 
end Zach Ertz, who'd lined up in single coverage on 
the left. His diving, 11-yard score made it 38-33 with 
2:21 time left. Of course that would be too much time 
to give to Brady. Of course he would charge down the 
field and win his sixth ring. 

But on the Patriots' ensuing possession Cox occupied 
two blockers, allowing defensive end Brandon Graham 
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to free up and knock the ball from Brady's grasp. Derek 
Barnett recovered, and while New England would get 
the ball back with 58 seconds after a 46-yard Jake Elli- 
ott field goal, Brady couldn't summon one last magical 
drive. In the battle of Tom vs. Time, the QB had simply 
run out of seconds. The of course never came. 


S A HIGH school senior in Marlboro, N.J., Howie 
Roseman started sending his résumé to pro foot- 
ball teams—and not just one or 10. He mailed 
them to every single franchise. He planned his 
education with a front office career in mind, earning a 
Fordham law degree because he thought it could help 
him in future contract negotiations. He became the 
pen pal that then Eagles president Joe Banner never 
wanted, mailing letters that arrived like clockwork 
every afternoon. Eventually, Banner relented, hiring 
Roseman, then 24, as an unpaid intern in 2000 and 
watching his pupil rise to become the NFL's youngest 
general manager, in '10. 

Three playoff-less years followed, though, and in 2013 
Philadelphia hired Chip Kelly away from Oregon. By 715, 
Kelly had wrested personnel control away from Roseman, 
and the boy who never wanted to be anything other than 
an NFL GM had lost his dream. “He was worried he'd 
never get another chance," says Banner. 

These days, Roseman refers to 2015 as his “gap year.” 
Yes, he still worked for the Eagles, but he spent most of 
that season on the road, meeting with former Chelsea 
director of football operations Mike Forde, Spurs GM 
R.C. Buford and First Data CEO Frank Bisignano, along 
with execs in baseball and hockey, business leaders and 
several retired NFL general managers. 

When the Eagles fired Kelly near the end of that year 
and slid Roseman back atop the franchise's personnel 
throne, the once-again GM immediately faced the two 
most important decisions of his tenure: He needed a 
head coach and a franchise quarterback. 

Roseman, along with a contingent of executives that 
included owner Jeffrey Lurie, flew to Kansas City for a 
three-hour interview with Pederson, who before coor- 
dinating the Chiefs' offense had been a Philly assistant 
from 2009 through 712. Eight NFL franchises had head 
coaching openings that offseason, but Roseman & Co. 
were the only front office that even reached out. (Among 
the many topics discussed that afternoon was a workout 
back in 2012 by a former Arizona quarterback. Pederson 
recounted how he’d been the only coach at the throwing 
session. That kid’s name? Foles.) 

With Pederson hired—and with backlash mounting 
among Philly fans over his inexperience—the draft 
four months later took on that much more importance. 
Roseman met Carson Wentz at the Senior Bowl апа, 
even though he had started only 23 games in college 
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(at FCS North Dakota State), the Eagles, against con- 
vention, gave the QB their highest grade since Andrew 
Luck left Stanford in 2012. 

“We were willing to do anything in order to get Wentz,” 
Lurie says. And they did, trading up twice to select him at 
No. 2. Still, Roseman placed a rare premium on backup 
QBs, and altogether his Eagles committed $60 million in 
guaranteed money toward a trio of passers: Sam Bradford, 
Chase Daniel and Wentz. (Bradford, whom Roseman 
inherited, would be traded to Minnesota by August.) 

The Eagles went 7-9 in Pederson’s first season, and 
Roseman’s QB strategy was roundly mocked. Noth- 
ing about his March 2017 signing of the free agent 
Foles—for $7 million guaranteed, plus a $6.1 million 
cap hit for releasing Daniel—did anything to calm that 
criticism. But his plan was clear. “We prioritized more 
money for the second quarterback than any team in 
football,” says Lurie. 

Roseman then moved down his priority list, adding 
pieces. He signed Jeffery and Torrey Smith, veteran 
wideouts; pass rusher Chris Long; cornerback Patrick 
Robinson; Blount and Elliott. He traded with the Ravens 
for run stuffer Timmy Jernigan and with the Bills for 
cornerback Ronald Darby. And he drafted Barnett at 
No. 14 with the pick he’d obtained from the Vikings 
for Bradford. 

The Eagles started 7-1, Wentz ascended into the 
MVP conversation ... and still Roseman kept dealing, 
obtaining Ajayi, a disgruntled Dolphins running back, 
in October for a fourth-round pick. Lurie liked the move 
most for what he says it signified: “that we were all in.” 

Roseman had created depth, and that depth would be 
tested. Lost were speedy running back Darren Sproles 
(arm, ACL), special teams ace Chris Maragos (ACL and 
PCL), Pro Bowl left tackle Jason Peters (ACL and MCL) 
and defensive signal-caller Jordan Hicks (Achilles). Then 
disaster really struck when Wentz went down. 

After that play, a trainer called Roseman immedi- 


Foles started in shotgun and sauntered out to his right... 
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THE GENESIS AND EXECUTION OF 
“PHILLY SPECIAL,” THE PLAY THAT 
CHANGED SUPER BOWL LII, AS 
EXPLAINED BY THE PEOPLE BEHIND IT 


“One of our assistants, Press Taylor, has this vault 
of trick plays. So ме ге [scouting] the Vikings and 
we see the Bears run that play [in January 17]. 
We didn't want to practice it in front of a lot of 
people, so we ran it in the hotel ballroom.” 
—FRANK REICH, Eagles offensive coordinator 


“| made up my mind we were going for it on fourth 
down if we didn't make it on third. There are 
certain plays you spend time [practicing], and you 
have no doubt they're going to work. | knew." 

— 0006 PEDERSON, coach 


“It never worked better than it did today. | threw 
my hands up as soon as [the ball] left. Foles is an 
unbelievable athlete—people don't understand 
that. | knew if | just threw it up there, he would 
catch it.” —TREY BURTON, tight end 


f f [Pederson] has a big set of 
... stones, shall we say? When һе 
called that, all the coaches were 
just looking at each other." —REICH 











ately. Down on the field, the QB kept repeating the 
same sentence: “Something’s not right." The doom and 
gloom residing deep inside almost every Eagles fan 
heightened in that moment. Here they were again. The 
worst possible luck. Another promising season gone. 

Enter Foles, the quarterback that Pederson, a long- 
time clipboard jockey himself, had sought in free agency. 
After that win in L.A., safety Malcolm Jenkins addressed 
the team. "Let's get this out of the way,” Jenkins said. 
“This is what we're all thinking: What happened to 
Carson sucks. It's terrible. But we've come too far and 
we aren't going to stop now." 


EN YEARS ago, Hall of Fame quarterback Brett 

Favre went down to Shreveport, La., to visit Ped- 

erson, his longtime Packers backup, who'd just 

started coaching at a small high school. Favre 
figured his old friend would do well at that level. “I 
didn't think he'd take it any further than that, really,” 
Favre says. 

Pederson’s career had already taken some odd turns. 
After his father, Gordon, hand-delivered a highlight 
tape to the coach at tiny Northeast Louisiana University 
(now Louisiana-Monroe), Doug landed a scholarship and 
threw for 6,445 yards in three seasons. Still, he went 
undrafted in 1991. He signed with the Dolphins but was 
cut, bounced around various practice squads and scout 
teams, was excised to Germany in the World League 
... and yet somehow he managed to stick around the 
NFL, despite never staying on a team for more than four 
consecutive years. He became Favre's sideline confidant 
in Green Bay, relaying opponents' tendencies, and was 
nicknamed the *Front Doctor" for his ability to read a 
defense. "There's no doubt I would not have been as 
successful without him," says Favre. 

As Pederson's unlikely career wound down, he started 
telling family and friends that he was thinking about 
coaching, and in the summer of 2005, dressed in a suit 
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and tie, he walked onto campus at Calvary Baptist Acad- 
emy to interview with a six-man selection committee for 
a job leading the school's rebooted football program. 
“We know you had a successful career in the NFL,” one 
interviewer asked in a small conference room near the 
superintendent's office, “but what makes you feel like 
you'd be a successful coach?" Pederson had a five-minute 
answer prepared. Even though he didn’t know it at the 
time, he explained, he’d been a coach his entire life. 

Inheriting a roster that had gone 4—6 the year before— 
and a locker room consisting of two temporary class- 
rooms joined together, with a weight room converted 
from a storage closet—Pederson guided the Cavaliers to 
the playoffs in each of his four seasons. After games he 
would hand-wash his players’ jerseys and towels and 
stay up late picking up the trash left in the stadium. 
Нед found his calling. 

Then Andy Reid rang, offering Pederson a job as the 
offensive quality control coordinator on his Eagles staff. 
It was the lowest rung of the coaching ladder. Pederson 
accepted. 
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In the offseason after his first year with Philly, he 
visited his youngest brother, David, back in Louisiana, 
for what can loosely be described as “vacation.” David 
remembers his brother bringing along his laptop and 
playbook and sitting on his couch for hours every day, 
logging plays in preparation for training camp. The play- 
books were voluminous. The work was tedious. “And he 
loved it,” David says. “That’s why I think Doug is perfect 
for Philadelphia. He’s been an underdog his whole life.” 


OLES EASILY could have retired. His father is 

a highly successful restaurant owner in Austin, 
having sold two chains in 2011 for $59 million and 

then quickly turning around and opening up sev- 

eral more. Nick even invested in three of them himself. 
But football was central to his life. When Nick was 

a toddler, Larry Foles would drop Nerf balls onto his 
child’s head to develop hand-eye coordination, despite 
his wife’s protests. Father and son would travel to 
Texas Longhorns games and leave Memorial Stadium 
at halftime to throw around in the parking lot. When 
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he was seven, Nick asked Larry if he could play quar- 
terback in his dad’s Thanksgiving Day Turkey Bowl 
game, lining up against grown men who worked in 
the family’s restaurants. 

Even if his father had faith, Foles 
often felt as if his coaches didn’t be- 
lieve in him. When he was a sopho- 
more, the coaching staff at Austin 
Westlake High tried moving him to 
tight end. “No, Гт a quarterback,” 
he said. Even then, he didn’t start 
until he was a junior. Later, when 
college recruitment was slow, father 
and son flew out to Arizona, armed 
with VHS highlight tapes, to meet 
the coaching staff. They left feeling 
little interest. Later, after Nick fell 
to No. 3 on Michigan State’s depth 
chart and he decided to transfer, 


GO FIGURE 





with the way Foles felt he'd been treated in St. Louis. 

Yet there he was, the quarterback who'd almost ге- 
tired a year and half earlier, leading the Eagles to victory 
in their three final regular-season games in 2017, then 
two playoff wins. In demolishing 
the Vikings in the NFC champi- 
onship game Foles threw for 352 
yards and three TDs. “We were 
like а 4x 400 relay team,” says 
Roseman, meaning that his roster 
pieces were passing a metaphori- 
cal baton from injured starters to 
the backups. 

The crowd at Lincoln Financial 
Field that evening in January was 
at once exuberant and cautiously 
optimistic, knowing there was still 
one game to win—a game the fran- 
chise had never won before. 


| 4 5 | Total yards г | 3 Super Bowl- D 0 D Passing | Combined punts D 4 First downs 
between the Eagles’ record portion yards by Brady, Sunday, the fewest between the 

and Pats’ offenses, of those yards breaking his іп а Super Bowl. teams, four more 
18 more than the accounted for by own Super Bowl New England than the old Super 
previous record for the Pats, who took standard, set last became the first team Bowl record, set in 
any NFL game, set Just one sack and year against the not to use its punter | versions XIX and 
in 1950. threw zero INTs. Falcons. in the title game. XXXIV. 


Larry still had to send the Wildcats more tape. Nick didn’t 
start until the middle of the following year. 

Then, with Pederson’s recommendation, the Eagles 
selected him in the third round of the 2012 draft. Foles’s 
career took a sudden star turn in Year 2 after Michael 
Vick was injured: He set the NFL record for the best 
TD-to-INT ratio (27:2, since surpassed by Brady) and 
tied the mark for TDs passes in a game (seven); he went 
8-2 and took the Eagles to the divisional playoffs; he 
started the next season 6-2... and then he broke his 
collarbone and was traded for Bradford in a move that 
shocked and saddened him. 

One year Foles was unable to walk the streets of Phila- 
delphia, such was the love coming his way; the next 
year he couldn’t leave his house, such was the souring 
of the fan base. He was anxious about being sent to the 
Rams in 2015, forced to play on a team and for a coach, 
Jeff Fisher, he did not choose. He struggled—but, in 
hindsight, winning four games for the Rams that season 
seems more miraculous than disappointing. At year’s 
end Fisher cut him over the phone, which was consistent 


INCE PAPALE remembers being six, living in 
his family’s cramped apartment in a Philadel- 
phia housing project, everyone huddled around 
a black-and-white TV to watch the Eagles every 
Sunday. He bought his first set of season tickets to the 
old Franklin Field in 1966, sharing them with a group 
of friends. In those days he played in a touch football 
league, and on Sundays he would leave the field, grab 
some blackberry brandy, hop on a train to 30th Street 
station and walk over to the stadium. “My blood runs 
as Kelly green as you could possibly imagine,” he says. 
Papale famously made his favorite team’s roster in 
1976 based on a street tryout. His life was later immor- 
talized іп a Disney movie, Invincible, which embodied 
the relationship between Philly and its football team. 
Today he compares Eagles fans to addicts, even in the 
lean years. He says that addiction created angst for the 
followers of an 85-year-old franchise that hadn’t won a 
championship since 1960. 
Papale can sympathize with a coach like Dick Vermeil, 
whose Eagles lost to the Raiders in Super Bowl XV, in 
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"IF I WASN'T TERMINAL," BAIRD SAID ОҒ shut. 
THE EAGLES’ WIN IN MINNEAPOLIS, 

"I WOULD LOOK AT SOMEBODY AND SAY, 
ALL RIGHT, I CAN DIE МОМУ? ” 


1981. Vermeil remembers back when he was developing 
a young QB, and how he often wished his team *could 
play a few more road games,” because of the angst at 
home when things were bad. But he also remembers 
the best years, when fans in the lower bleachers would 
try to pass him a fifth of liquor as he made his way 
onto the field. Their support, he says, “could be almost 
embarrassing. They took the Eagles into their home as 
part of their family.” 

After two decades of postseason failure—Philly won 
two playoff games between 1981 and ’99—the Eagles 
went to four straight NFC championship games, and 
Banner, then the president, couldn’t walk down the 
street without hearing singsong E-A-G-L-E-S chants. 
When he was negotiating with mayor Ed Rendell on 
a new stadium deal, he asked Rendell why he favored 
pouring public money into the team’s new home. Just 
walk the streets downtown, Rendell told him, and look at 
the faces of homeless people and CEOs alike. You could 
tell with one glance whether the Eagles had won. “What 
else brings people together in that way?” Rendell asked. 

“It’s really a beautiful romance,” says Papale. 

Wayne Baird, a lifelong fan who works in IT, knows 
that romance well. He remembers sneaking into Veteran’s 
Stadium, where the fence wasn’t very high and all he had 
to do was grab one of the cement walkways and hoist 
himself up. He recalls all the losses, the defeat against 
the Patriots in Super Bowl XXXIX, the heartbreaker in 
the 2008 NFC championship game against the Cardinals, 
the communal sense of pain—of almost—that Banner 
says lingered. 
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“This is what happens to us in Philadelphia,” says 
Howard Eskin, a longtime local radia personality. “А]- 
ways bad news and bad luck.” 

Baird never gave up hope. He believed іп Foles like he 
believed in Wentz, even 
when 11 months ago 
he was diagnosed with 
mantlejcell lymphoma, а 
rare fofm of cancer, and 
given фиг months to live, 
max. For years he'd been 
saying|he wanted to see 
an Eagles Super Bowl 
victory before he died. 
Suddenly that window 
seemed to be slamming 
s Philly clung to 
a five-point lead in its 
divisional playoff game 
араіпві Atlanta оп 
Jan. 19, Baird dropped 
to his Knees and prayed. 
“Tm 64, I got cancer, and 
I've never seen Ше Eagles 


LET'S BE BLOUNT 


Вгаду 5 drop? Nota 
good look—even if he 
did move the ball up 
and down the field 
passing. The QB's old 
teammate, meanwhile, 
was a Sure thing: 14 
carries for 90 yards. 


<< 


в _ а № win а $uper Bowl. Don’t 
ғ ' do this to те; he begged. 
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Then his team won 
and won again, and even 
a little Crisco couldn't 
stop long-suffering Ea- 
gles fans from climbing 
the light poles down- 
town after the NFC title 
game. One enthusiast, 
oddly, navigated a dune 
buggy up the steps of the 
Philadelphia Museum of 
Art in an apparent ode 
to Rocky, the original 
Philly underdog. Fans and players alike latched onto 
that theme. CreepyParty, a small novelty company based 
out of China's Guangdong province, usually sells about 
10 of its German shepherd masks every day, but when 
Long and offensive tackle Lane Johnson celebrated on 
the sideline by donning their masks (get it? underdog), 
the company quickly moved 230 of the canine likenesses 
on a Sunday in January. When their inventory of 300- 
plus sold out (and after fans depleted their husky, basset 
hound and black poodle models), the company re-upped 
their stock ... and then sold out again. 

In the end, Baird made it to Minnesota and watched 
his dream unfold in person. *If I wasn't terminal," he 
says, “I would look at somebody and say, ‘All right, I 
can die now. ” 
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HERES TO THE GREEN. 
AND THE SILVER. 


Congratulations, Philadelphia, on a 
simply perfect victory 58 years in the making. 
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ROUND MIDNIGHT on Monday morning, two 
students at the Merriam Theater of the Arts leaned 
out of a fifth-story window in downtown Philadel- 
phia, trombones in hand, and led the thousands 
assembled below on Broad Street in a deafening rendi- 
tion of *Fly, Eagles Fly." The Crisco that state police 
had lathered ineffectively onto street poles two weeks 
earlier had been replaced by hydraulic fluid—so fans 
simply uprooted the poles from the ground and carried 
them down the streets on their shoulders. Others climbed 
atop traffic lights and surveyed the unprecedented scene 
unfolding beneath them. 

Some 2,000 college students marched from Walnut to 
30th Street and, en masse, chanted “F--- Tom Brady” and 
“Big D--- Nick.” Other revelers stood atop cars and threw 
dollar bills into the air. One man dressed as Santa—a 
costume that evokes the most ignominious moment in 
franchise history—crowd-surfed down the road, not too 
far from where a Christmas tree was lit afire. Another 
fan got on a knee in the middle of the melee and, tak- 
ing advantage of the moment, 
proposed. (She said yes.) 

Others, certainly, took it WIT OR 
too far. At the Ritz-Carlton WITOUT YOU 





hotel, one fan after another Whereas Wentz 
once seemed 

cascaded down the awning, 
| | necessary to 
until eventually it collapsed. finish off Philly's 
One man held on to the back fast start in 2017, 
of an ambulance, lights flash- the two QBs knew 
ing, and skateboarded behind otherwise at the 
it, while others leaped onto podium Sunday. 


the roof of a police van and 
clasped on tightly as their ride 
sped down the street. Cars were flipped, drones were 
flown; fireworks and smoke bombs were set off, bottles 
thrown. The fence at City Hall was mounted and climbed. 
As were garbage trucks and fire trucks and tractor trail- 
ers and the Rocky statue, upon which a number 86 Ertz 
jersey had been placed. A police horse was stolen and 
trotted through the city. One man, apparently caught 
up in the moment, leaned down and, with the urging of 
the crowd, ate a piece of horse excrement off the ground. 

Some 1,000 miles away in Minnesota, Papale cried in 
his children’s arms. His entire Ше he'd waited for this 
moment, but he never could have expected the way it 
happened: the injuries overcome, the backup QB who won 
Super Bowl MVP, the improbability of it all. Jt was real. 

“Validation,” Papale says. “Тһе fans’ | reward for all 
the pain and suffering, like an exorcism of a demon that 
has been with them for years and will now be released 
from their body. 

“And the biggest party you will ever see.” 


Additional reporting by Robert Klemko and Tim Rohan 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED | FEBRUARY 12, 2018 


SIMON BRUTY 











YOUR FRANCHISE’S CHANCES 


OF REACHING THIS STAGE NEXT 
YEAR? THAT DEPENDS WHERE YOU 





| NEW YORK JETS 5-11 
PRIMARY NEED: BEST PLAYER AVAILABLE 

THE JETS wildly surpassed expectations 

e by winning five games. . . which 


says everything about this roster. 
There are enough glaring needs that GM Mike 
Maccagnan can draft his board's top player in 
the first four rounds and trust that each rookie 
will immediately have a major role. Quarterback 
is the most significant need. After that: interior 
O-line, tight end, linebacker, cornerback.... 
How each spot is filled could influence the others. 
Coach Todd Bowles is known for blitzing, but he’s 
disciplined about playing to personnel. A stud 
corner would allow Bowles to use more pressure 
packages, but if there’s a pass rusher New York 
loves, the coach could rework around him. 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 0-16 
2 | ранит NEED: СТ RECEIVER 


THE BROWNS are more talented than their 
0-16 record suggests. They could use 
another playmaker or two on D (what 


last-place team couldn’t?), but more than anything, 
they need to redesign their O. Part of DeShone Kizer’s 





48 











struggles at QB can be attributed to coach Hue Jackso 
asking the rookie to make deep, full-field progressio 
reads out of spread formations. It doesn’t get more chal- 
lenging than that. Jackson is a shrewd offensive strate- 
gist; his unit can be better—especially if he has a true 
slot receiver around whom he can build shorter route 
combos, increasing the ways versatile receiving back 
Duke Johnson and nimble tight end David Njoku are used. 


BUFFALO BILLS 9-7 
3 | имилунено EDGE RUSHER 


ғ M THE BILLS biggest need is at QB, but that's true 
hs 





for just about any team without a franchise 
<. i= guy in that spot. Digging deeper, look to the 
D-line. Coach Sean McDermott is a creative, effective 
blitz schemer. But he more often plays traditional zone 
coverages, which require a potent four-man rush. Buffalo 
had just 27 sacks last season, tied for third fewest in the 
NFL, and you can see that reflected on film: Their front 
four rarely controlled games. This roster’s only viable pass 
rusher is defensive end Jerry Hughes, who can go quiet 
for stretches. The Bills need an edge bender opposite him, 
as well as a penetrator inside, especially if 34-year-old 
free agent Kyle Williams does not return. 


CHICAGO BEARS 5-11 
А | рамку NEED: WIDERECEIVER 


THE OFFENSE that new coach Matt Nagy coor- 
о dinated under Andy Reid in К.С. prospered 

despite mediocre receivers. But that was a 
function of Reid’s passing-game creativity with running 
backs, plus the presence of multi-tooled tight end Travis 
Kelce. Nagy can employ his backs in the air (especially 
the electrifying Tarik Cohen), but tight ends Dion Sims 
and Adam Shaheen are neither dynamic nor flexible. In 
his second year, quarterback Mitchell Trubisky will need 
more talented receivers. Cameron Meredith, coming off a 
left-ACL tear, can fill one spot—but that leaves three more. 
Just about any style of player will work here, as long as 
he’s a proficient enough route runner to aid the timing 
and rhythm throws that Trubisky’s success will hinge on. 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 4-12 
D | PRIMARY NEED: EDGE RuSHER 


0 ` EVERYONE DERIDES the Colts’ offensive line, but 
m. third-year center Ryan Kelly and guards 
+X Jack Mewhort (entering year five) and Joe 

Haeg (three) form a solid, improving interior; and An- 

thony Castonzo is a quality left tackle. The real problem: 

Injuries have kept these guys from playing together. 


Chemistry can develop once they stay healthy. Instead 
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of meddling there, expect second-year GM Chris Bal- 
lard to use his cap space ($84 million) and early draft 
picks to restock a defense that ranked 30th last season 
and needs work at every position except tackle and free 
safety. The fastest way to improve a defense is to add 
an edge rusher who can influence an opposing offense’s 
blocking scheme and make the quarterback play hastily. 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 2-8 
| б | PRIMARY NEED: QUARTERBACK 


THIS IS AS much about a franchise philosophy 
«e. as it is about Andy Dalton in particular. The 

Bengals' approach has long been to pay for 
a middle-tier QB and surround him with talent, invest- 
ing early picks at receiver, running back, tight end and 
offensive tackle. With Dalton there have been ups and 
downs (dictated largely by how well he moves within 
the pocket), and all but one of his seven campaigns 
have ended somewhere between 6-10 and 11-5. That's 
respectable but ultimately unfulfilling. If owner Mike 
Brown is unwilling to change leadership at the coach- 
ing level, he at least needs to evolve Cincinnati's on-field 
identity. This year's draft offers at least four first-round 
QBs, and Dalton would count just $2.4 million in dead 
money against the cap if he was released. 





TENNESSEE ТІТАМ№ ВН? 


PRIMARY NEED: WIDE RECEIVER 








SURE, THE TITANS drafted Corey Davis with the 

ев, No. 5 pick last year. But he has yet to show 
~ the transitional quickness ог top-end speed 
to stretch the field. Barring a sudden turbo boost (which 
we might see once he acclimates more to the NFL), Davis 
will most likely build his career on contested catches and 
possession targets. In other words: Tennessee doesn't 
have anyone who can threaten a defense deep, and that 
makes every part of the passing game more difficult. 


] | TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS....................................5-11 


PRIMARY NEED: PASS RUSHER 


e. ITWILLBE tempting to pursue a replacement for disappointing running back Doug 





Martin, especially considering that Charles Sims is also a free agent. But it's 
far more important for the Bucs to get some teeth on a D that had no bite in 
2017. This season was essentially lost when second-year end Noah Spence separated his 
shoulder in Week 3. He was the only edge-rushing threat; without him, Tampa's pass rush 
floundered and its zone coverages were exposed. The Bucs need an infusion of pass-rushing 
talent to ensure a single injury doesn't scuttle their D again. Currently, Gerald McCoy and— 
once or twice a game—Robert Ayers are the only forces who flash up front. 


555 NFL OFFSEASON 


(There’s also the matter of Eric Decker’s free agency in 
2018, and Rishard Matthews’s in 719.) Finding a speed 
receiver with upside to pair with Davis and fellow 717 
rookie Taywan Taylor (a quintessential slot man) would 
be prudent. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS........................................ 8-8 


PRIMARY NEED: OFFENSE 





NEW COACH Steve Wilks inherited the defensive 

fin, talent to run his blitz-intensive scheme. On 
XFA the other side of the ball, there's barely the 
personnel to run any scheme. There’s no quarterback 
under contract; starting guards Alex Boone and Earl 
Watford are both free agents; so is wide receiver Jaron 
Brown; and Larry Fitzgerald’s return is up in the air. 
Cardinals general manager Steve Keim, in other words, 
has plenty of work to do. The silver lining: New offensive 
coordinator Mike McCoy is an adaptable play-caller with 
a strong grasp of modern passing concepts. Arizona can 
mold its system to fit just about any quarterback. If Keim 
can’t get in on the rookie QB action through this year’s 
draft, he'll find a bridge guy and draft men to block and 
catch for whichever passer comes next year. 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS... 7-8 
9 PRIMARY NEEDS: WIDE RECEIVER, LINEBACKER 


ALEX SMITH is a downgrade from Kirk Cousins, 
but he can be serviceable with the right weap- 

— ons. The Redskins need to find those. Wide 
receiver is the top priority, especially if free agent Ryan 
Grant is not retained. If he returns, then linebacker be- 
comes the top need. Speed demon Zach Brown was the only 
constant in 2017. Fans love him, but his performances are 
sometimes marred by misreads. It'll be fascinating to see 
what kind of money he’s offered in free agency. Washington, 
a zone-based D, has no long-term depth around Brown, 
so linebacker will be addressed even if he sticks around. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 8-10 
Vl | primary neen: oFFENSIYE LINE 


FOR JIMMY GAROPPOLO to be the QB savior that 
AM. so many pundits imagine, he needs to be 
ك‎ protected. Center Daniel Kilgore and right 
guard Brandon Fusco are free agents (and probably back- 
ups on most teams). At left guard, Laken Tomlinson has 
size and strength, but maybe not the ideal agility for Kyle 
Shanahan's outside-zone running scheme. Something else 
to consider: Left tackle Joe Staley is 33. He was strong in 
pass protection last season, but he wasn't impermeable. 
Shanahan often asks his tackles to block one-on-one, 
sending all five eligible receivers out in routes. That helps 
his QB throw quickly, which Garoppolo thrived doing in 
2017. Because of this, the Niners don't necessarily have to 
invest hugely in the O-line—but it wouldn't hurt. 


DENVER BRONCOS 5-11 
12 | emn ween: ricar TACKLE 


NEXT YEAR’S QB is anyone’s guess. Paxton Lynch? 
Kirk Cousins? Some first-round prospect? 
Whoever lands the job will need better pass 


protection than the Broncos’ passers got in 2017. Right 
tackle is the spot of greatest concern: The talented but 
unrefined Menelik Watson was a turnstile, and long- 
armed Donald Stephenson (another nice player who has 
never put it all together) couldn’t stick in the starting 
lineup. Now: Stephenson’s a free agent and will most 
likely walk; Watson, who’s due $7.1 million, will probably 
be cut. Finding a reliable replacement would aid Denver’s 
undefined passing attack. (And if Watson somehow re- 
turns too? He could become a utility backup or guard, 
where he’s better suited.) 








13 OAKLAND RAIDERS..................... — ЖҮЙЕСІ 


PRIMARY NEED: WIDE RECEIVER 





d 





best fit in new coach Jon Gruden's system. 






WITH HIS propensity for drops, Michael Crabtree 
^. and his $7.7 million cap number are not worth 
<y keeping. Two years ago, Crabtree's fellow starting 
wideout, Amari Cooper, looked like the Next Big Thing—but injuries 

and his own slippery hands have been problematic. Also concerning: 

the way that Cooper, one of the league's quicker and more nuanced route 
runners, struggles against press coverage. If his 2018 is like the second 
half of his 16 or any of his 17, his long-term role will be, at best, as a No. 2. 
The Raiders сап make Cooper's (and QB Derek Carr 5) life easier by finding 
a topflight bookend. One with size and the fearlessness to go inside would 


MIAMI DOLPHINS | 6-10 
ТА | PRIMARY veen: connersack 


THE DOLPHINS could fall in love with some quar- 
terback, running back or receiver—but they 
ought to prioritize corner. Xavien Howard, 
a polished, agile second-rounder from 2016, is on the 
cusp of stardom, and across from him, coaches appear 
comfortable with 717 third-round pick Cordrea Tankserley. 
But coach Adam Gase, a trips-formation evangelist, 
knows better than anyone that today’s NFL demands 
a solid slot corner too. Bobby McCain is decent, but his 
contract expires after 718, and there’s no depth behind 
him. Miami should find a corner who has the spatial 
awareness to play zone inside but also the size to move 
outside as insurance for Tankersley. Someone fitting 
this description will cost a first-or second-round pick. 


DETROIT LIONS 9-7 
15 | primary neo: DEFENSIVE END 


IT’S FUNNY. In 2016, Ziggy Ansah looked so 
„= much better on film than his two sacks sug- 
C gested. In 17 he had 12 takedowns but looked 
markedly worse. His playing time diminished and he 
slid into a pass-rushing-specialist role later in the year. 
Long and limber, Ansah has the potential to be elite, 
especially on stunts and D-line slants. And, yes, some of 
his inconsistencies can be attributed to knee and back 
injuries. Still,the Lions mustthinklong nd hard before 
applying the $18 1Шоп ranchise ag о free agent. 
Ifth-y dont, nother eam will Imost certainly overpay 
forhim. venif nsah tays,azone-based efense like 
the Lions' can never have too many pass rushers. Detroit 
could definitely use another. 
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CAROLINA PANTHERS |. 11-5 
16 PRIMARY NEED: OFFENSIVE LINE 
ag. IT’S AMYSTERY how left guard Andrew Norwell— 


sturdy but by no means spectacular—earned 

first-team All-Pro. (Хо one on this line was 
All-Pro-worthy; that’s partly why the Panthers’ backs 
rushed for the second-fewest yards in the NFL.) This 
perplexing nod might beef up Norwell's market value, 
and his franchise-tag number is already inflated by the 
МЕГ asinine practice of lumping all linemen into Ше 
same pricing category. Re-signing him could be tough, 
and while he’s the only 2018 free agent on this line, right 


tackle Daryl Williams will be up in 719, as will center 
Ryan Kalil. Carolina must replenish its depth up front. 





NEWYORK GIANTS ии 3-13 


PRIMARY NEED: RUNNING BACK 








IF THE GIANTS fall head over heels for one of 
KiS а this draft’s QBs, fine. But Eli Manning has 
wE- shown little sign of decline. His poor 2017 
should be resolved, partly, by a healthy receiving corps 
and a revamped system under new coach Pat Shurmur. 
Any scheme is stronger with a dynamic back, which 
New York hasn't had since Ahmad Bradshaw in 712. Last 
year’s fourth-round pick, Wayne Gallman, is intriguing, 
but not enough to build around. Orleans Darkwa, a bet- 


ter pure runner, could test free agency. So could Shane 
Vereen. If he leaves, the Giants will need a three-down 
weapon. If Vereen returns, they ought to get a first- and 
second-down bell cow, which shouldn’t be too expensive. 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 10-6 
16 | имакн тенот ин А. 


THE CHIEFS’ defensive front seven has had some 
e . rich individual talent, but collectively that 

group has finished 25th and 26th against the 
run the last two years. Part of the problem is coordinator 
Bob Sutton's preference for a three-safety, three-corner 
dime package on second or third down when facing a 
three-receiver set (which is common in today's NFL). Here 
the Chiefs almost always align in a light 4-2, and against 
agile runners they get gashed. If Sutton keeps this up, 
he must find an imposing every-down "backer (Derrick 
Johnson, 35, is no longer that guy), plus another dynamic 
D-lineman in the mold of third-year pro Chris Jones. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS... 0. 11-5 


PRIMARY NEED: SECONDARY 





THE RAMS’ best DBs—corner Trumaine Johnson 
бх апа free safety LaMarcus Joyner—are free 
=> _ agents, but there's enough cap room to re- 
sign both. If that doesn’t happen, any vacated position 
there becomes priority No. 1. Nickell Robey-Coleman is 
also headed for the open market, and his slot corner po- 
sition could be hard to fill. If the Rams somehow return 
all three DBs, they'll refocus on the edge. Connor Barwin 
is a free agent. Robert Quinn could be cut next year. (He 
isn't as swift as he was in 2013, when һе had 19 sacks, and 
he doesn’t have a refined array of pass-rushing moves.) 
L.A. needs more juice on the edge. 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS _ NH 
OD | рамане neen: DEFENSE 


FOUR END-OF-YEAR starters are entering free agen- 
2. cy: DT Sheldon Richardson, OLB Michael 

Wilhoite, SS Bradley McDougald and CB 
Byron Maxwell. More important, a trove of stars—DE Cliff 
Avril, SS Kam Chancellor and CB Richard Sherman—each 
suffered what are most likely career-altering (or -ending) 
injuries in 2017. Plus, DE Frank Clark, OLB K.J. Wright 
and FS Earl Thomas all become free agents in 719. Retain- 
ing all three is unlikely; replacing even one will be hard. 
Coach Pete Carroll’s replacing coordinator Kris Richard 
with Ken Norton Jr., (who was Seattle's linebackers coach 
from 710 through '14), suggests that he wants to get back 
to a Cover 3 foundation. And that suggests speed is the 
attribute he'll look hardest for in rebuilding. 
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21 BALTIMORE RAVENS.............................................9-7 


PRIMARY NEED: EDGE RUSHER 












(ankle) and Alex Lewis (shoulder) returning, guard should be set. Center Ryan Jensen 
(a free agent) improved greatly and is worth re-signing. Receiver is a position of need, 
and if Baltimore's brass feel it's time to give up оп 15 first-rounder Breshad Perriman, they'll draft 
there. (Mike Wallace and Jeremy Maclin are an average дио.) But don't be surprised if they focus on 
bolstering a D that's already among the NFL's best. You can never have too many edge rushers— 
especially if your only consistent one soon turns 36. Hello, Terrell Suggs! |f an instant threat isn't 
available in the draft, Baltimore needs a developmental replacement who can learn from Suggs. 





e. THE INTERIOR O-line was the Ravens' biggest weakness in 2017, but with Marshal Yanda 


HOUSTON TEXANS e DS 


д д PRIMARY NEED: OFFENSIVE LINE 


THE DESHAUN WATSON hype is justified. He’s a mo- 
ge. bile out-of-pocket threat and has the potential 

to be one of the NFL’s best downfield passers. 
Those traits elevate his ceiling—but a QB’s floor is set by 
his capacity to play from the pocket. After Watson became 
the starter in Week 2, he grew more patient and polished 
from the pocket, but it’s hard to see that continuing if 
the Texans don't shore up the NFLs least talented line. 
Foes eagerly attacked with stunts and inside blitzes, and 
that constant assault can erode a QB’s pocket comfort. 
Houston must upgrade all five spots. 


DALLAS COWBOYS 9-7 
О | РИМА weep: wide RECEIVER 


DEZ BRYANT started slowing down in 2015. 
In 716 top corners often defeated him. In '17 
defenses stopped giving those corners safety 
help, trusting that the 29-year-old Bryant—whose route 
tree was already limited to slants, posts and digs—could 
be handled one-on-one. (He was.) Dak Prescott is a quality 
QB, but his style and skill set require that he be surrounded 
by talent, and that starts with a perimeter receiver who 
can separate and influence coverages. Bryant, who aver- 
aged a little more than 50 yards per game since 15, and 
whose cap number is $16.5 million, is not that receiver. 


LOS ANGELES CHARGERS _ ККЕ 
ОД | PRIMARY NEED: FREE SAFETY 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR Gus Bradley’s best years 
(Be as a play-caller came with the Seahawks in 
2009-12. There he had the NFL's rangiest 
free safety, Earl Thomas, which gives a coach (and 10 
other defenders) the confidence to be aggressive. Bradley 


is mostly running his old Seahawks-style Cover 3 zone 
and single-high safety man-to-man in L.A. That demands 
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superior personnel, which Bradley has in dominant edge 
rushers Melvin Ingram and Joey Bosa, plus a talented 
cornerbacking group led by Casey Hayward. A playmak- 
ing centerfielder would do wonders for this unit. Last 
year’s starter, Tre Boston, had his moments, but he’s a free 
agent—and not the type you break the bank to re-sign. 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


PRIMARY NEED: CORNERBACK 








FROM LAST year’s roster, only 2017 second- 
ож. round pick Kevin King is а bona fide starter 

at corner (and that’s assuming he can build 
on a stellar rookie season). Davon House’s contract is 
up, and Damarious Randall, a 15 first-rounder, has his 
peaks and valleys. A change at coordinator does little to 
assuage the need for a reliable cover corner opposite King. 
Dom Capers valued that role because it left more chess 
pieces for his pressure packages, and his replacement, 
Mike Pettine, thinks the same way. Pettine was the Jets' 
coordinator in the Darrelle Revis years, when New York 
played solo coverage outside while 'backers and DBs 
were used interchangeably on inside pressure concepts. 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 10-6 
OD | риникенео-тивитено 


REGARDLESS OF who's at QB, this will remain 
Ф, а defensive-minded, run-first team. That 

approach becomes infinitely stronger with 
quality every-down tight ends. Really, you need two, 
which diversifies your formation options and your run- 
ning game. It also fortifies your aerial attack, especially 
over the middle in this play-action-intensive scheme. The 
Jags had a solid-but-unspectacular tight end for 12 years 
in Marcedes Lewis, but with his $4 million contract now 
voidable, it’s time to look forward. (A quality pass catcher 
would be an improvement on backups Ben Koyack and 
James O'Shaugnessy.) Some of the NFL’s best develop- 
mental TEs have been drafted in the middle rounds. 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 13-3 
СЇ | PRIMARY NEED: DEFENSIVETACKLE 


CASE KEENUM is the QB the Vikings should 
e. re-sign. Sam Bradford can't stay healthy, 

and Teddy Bridgewater has limitations. 
In the end, only one of those guys will stick, and GM 
Rick Spielman's search will shift to the defense. The 
starting unit is rock-solid, so a luxury draft pick can 
be afforded if the right player is on the board. To plug 
future holes, the Vikes might also look to D-tackle, 
where free-agent rotational guys Tom Johnson and 
Shamar Stephen will most likely earn starter money 
on the open market. A project DT makes sense in the 
draft, given how successful Mike Zimmer has been at 
developing talent off his bench. 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 13-3 
CË | PRIMARY NEED: OFFENSIYETAEKLE 


JASON PETERS was playing at a Pro Bowl level 
e. before tearing his right ACL and MCL in 

Week 7. Philly's left tackle will be coming 
off the IR at age 36. Peters's 2017 replacement, Hala- 
poulivaati Vaitai, improved his pass-blocking technique 
through the back end of the year, but he still might be 
seen internally as a high-end backup. (He can play on 
either side.) Cutting Peters would save $5.3 million in 
cap space, but it would also carry $6.3 million in dead 
money. Optioning out of that contract a year later would 
save $8 million and cost nothing. Either way: If Peters 
departs, All-Pro right tackle Lane Johnson can move to 
the left, but that'd still leave a need on the right. (Vaitai?) 
With franchise QB Carson Wentz to protect, the Eagles 
won't be chintzy in restocking the position. 


NEW DRLEANS SAINTS 11-5 
CY | PRIMARY NEED:TIBHT END 


ж | WITH SEAN PAYTON as the architect, Drew Brees 
| | g the orchestrator and Alvin Kamara the 

X headliner, the Saints have one of football’s 
most powerful offenses. A dynamic, versatile tight end— 
imagine the formations available alongside Kamara!— 
would make it borderline unstoppable. Saints fans will 
point out they once had this tight end: Jimmy Graham. 
And maybe they will again, given that his Seahawks 
contract is up. Even so, New Orleans—which is at its best 
when balanced in the run and pass, and which plays a 
lot more base personnel than people realize—would also 
need to develop a quality in-line blocker. (Graham is not 
that.) Incumbents Josh Hill and Michael Hoomanawanui 
are entering contract years; Coby Fleener, who’s pretty 
mediocre, can be released for a $3.4 million cap savings. 
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ATLANTA FALCONS 10-6 
90 | PRIMARY NEED: GUAR 


EVEN WITH first-and-second-down D-linemen 
(2. Dontari Poe, Adrian Clayborn, Courtney Up- 

shaw and Ahtyba Rubin hitting free agency, 
the Falcons’ front is in fine shape. Every position on both 
sides of the line is set for the near future. Except guard. 
On the right, Wes Schweitzer, a sixth-round pick in 2016, 
improved late last year, particularly in pass protection, 
but he still has athletic limitations. Andy Levitre, 31, 
was solid on the left but finished the year on IR and now 
carries an $8.4 million cap number ($7 million of which 
can be scrapped with his release). Matt Ryan is at his 
best when climbing the pocket, so Atlanta will invest in 
that pocket’s cleanliness. Whoever they acquire must be 
mobile, too, as that’s critical in Atlanta’s outside-zone 
running scheme. 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 13-3 
31 | primary neen: INSIDE LINEBACKER 


THIS DEFENSE wasn’t the same after Ryan Shazier 
Әс went down with а spinal injury. Shazier 

wasn't always disciplined, but his speed and 
athletic, multidirectional burst brought a unique ferocity 
to the front seven. The Steelers’ No. 2 inside backer, Vince 
Williams, was one of the league's most improved players 
(including as a blitzer), but he's not quite an every-down 
guy. And much of coordinator Keith Butler's scheme re- 
quires two of those. (At the very least he needs one in order 
to run his complex dime-package blitzes.) In base and 
nickel situations, Pittsburgh's D-linemen often switch gap 
assignments after the snap. That high-risk, high-reward 
approach requires stable linebacking behind it. 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 13-3 
90 | PRIMARY nen: ойненваск 


LAST YEAR'S $65 million signing of ex-Bills 

Ag. corner Stephon Gilmore was a tacit declara- 
= tion that Malcolm Butler wouldn't return in 
2018. Butler, undrafted in "14, has made $5.4 million as 
a pro—a fraction of what he’ll be offered in guarantees 
as this year’s top free-agent corner. He’s one of football’s 
rarest commodities: a cover artist who travels with 
smaller, agile receivers like Antonio Brown. He might 
not always shut them down, but the ability to even match 
up has lent coach Bill Belichick valuable coverage-design 
flexibility. The Patriots’ depth at corner is iffy already, 
and Eric Rowe will be a free agent after next season. 
With no other roster holes, don’t be shocked if New 
England, which plays a lot of man coverage, invests in 
multiple corners. o 
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CURFEW, BUT THIS YEAR FEELS... DIFFERENT, 
UF MOVEMENT? WITH INTRIGUING OPTIONS IN FREE 
CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITIES BY JACOB FELDMAN 
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BLOOMER 


TRAE YOUNG 


SOONER 


THE SHOOT-AND-PASS-FIRST FRESHMAN POINT GUARD 
HAS EXCEEDED HIS OWN EXPECTATIONS, TRANSFORMING OKLAHOMA 
WHILE DOING THE UNPRECEDENTED. HOW? LET HIM EXPLAIN 


When I introduce myself to Trae Young, he introduces himself to me 
too. That is the second surprise of the afternoon. The first is watching 
Oklahoma practice for an hour and seeing Young play so routinely 
and unassumingly, operating solely within the confines of what can 
be planned and rehearsed. This is not a sight college hoops fans 
have grown accustomed to during Young’s off-the-charts freshman 
season, which can be measured as much by his outlier statistics as 
by his outlier means of compiling them. During practice he simply 
blends in. Then he jogs off the court and stops to shake my hand. 
“Trae Young,” he says. “Nice to meet you.” 
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FROG PRINCE 


In two games against 
TCU, Young was utterly 
dominant, scoring a 
total of 82 points and 
dishing out 21 assists. 
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HEAT CHECK 


Kruger (far right) gives Young free rein to shoot from 
anywhere, and he does. Of his 188 field goals through 
Feb. 1, 90 (47.996) have been three-pointers, including 
55 (on 126 tries, or 43.796) from NBA range. 





41.3% 


43/104 








EFFICIENCY 


ин ШШ 


ЕСТЕ нон 


An hour later, after showering and attending а team 
film session, Young emerges for some additional video 
study. He is wearing gray Nike sweats and a white Lil 
Uzi Vert concert T-shirt, his facial hair wispy and his 
6' 2", 180-pound frame wiry, generally looking like the 
19-year-old he is. He takes a seat at a row of desks used 
by courtside media in the Lloyd Noble Center and eyes 
my laptop, which has clips from the scouting service 
Synergy Sports Technology. The idea is for him to narrate 
some of his most outrageous plays, to explain to average 
human beings how he does what he does. He nods like a 
point guard receiving instruction in a huddle. He is game. 

The Trae Young Show, on the screen in front of us, has 
been a spectacle with highlight after highlight, many 
punctuated by an announcer’s “Oh, my” or “Come on.” 
My standard for inclusion in this compilation, from his 
first 14 games, was any basket or pass that made me think, 
Wow. That initially resulted in a selection of 109—almost 
eight per game!—that I whittled to 64. Among them are 
step-back threes from NBA range with only a sliver of 
room, hair-trigger pull-ups from even farther, absurd 
full-speed floaters released over defenders who haven’t 
yet realized he’s even raised the ball to shoot. That every 
one of the shots went in (only makes were included) never 
stopped me from wondering how the next one could. 

As of Feb. 1, Young was on pace to lead the country 
in points (30.3) and assists (9.5), a feat previously ac- 
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complished by no one. And lest you think he’s a ball 
hog (for using 40.2% of the Sooners’ possessions, the 
highest rate in the country), his team, which has nine 
holdovers from last season’s 11-20 roster, is 16-5 and 
has been ranked as high as No. 4. 

Young, a five-star prospect once presumed to be too 
undersized for the NBA fast track, has rocketed from the 
fringes of mock drafts to flirting with the top five. But in 
an era of one-and-done freshmen he is the rare here-and- 
now commodity; the attention he’s being paid is less about 
what he might one day accomplish in the NBA than what 
he’s doing and daring to do each week. Even his sport’s 
giants have taken notice. Steph Curry—who, as a junior 
at Davidson in 2008-09, had perhaps the most similar 
college season and to whom every brilliant and small- 
ish shooter-passer is now compared—has called Young 
“unbelievable” and lauded his “magnetism.” Reigning 
MVP Russell Westbrook has said Young is doing “an 
amazing job.” LeBron James posted three unsolicited 
Instagram photos of the two of them together at a Nike 
camp. Last month a question about Young inspired John 
Calipari, who recruited Young aggressively, to channel 
Yogi Berra: “I knew how good he was,” he said, “but I 
didn’t even realize he was this good.” 

Even more surprising is how well Young appears to be 
handling it all, how he has not been crushed by increas- 
ingly weighty expectations or suffered some kind of cra- 
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nial combustion from the plaudits offered 
by the biggest stars in the hoops world. It’s 
another thing I'll ask him about, but first 
we are going to watch some basketball. 

Young wastes no time seizing the lap- 
top's controls, figuring out quickly that 
the keyboard's spacebar stops and starts 
the video and its up and down keys toggle 
between clips. (Rewind and fast-forward 
prove a little trickier, but he gets it.) At one 
point, during a clip where he splits two 
TCU defenders in transition with a hard 
dribble and then scores on a scoop shot 
in front of a third, I ask how he would de- 
scribe what he's processing on the court. 

“Pm thinking ahead, what I’m about to 
do, and envisioning all different types of stuff,” he says. 
“And I slow down and I know if I do this, I know what's 
gonna happen after I make the move. I just know." Ah, 
yes. Simple as that. 


HE FIRST time the Young family met with Okla- 
homa's NCAA compliance office, Trae was asked 
how he knew Lil Wayne. He told the truth: He 
didn't know Lil Wayne. So the compliance officer 
pulled up a photo from a Lil Wayne concert, and there 
was Trae, dapping up Weezy F. Baby himself. Trae said he 








was called onstage at a show in Oklahoma 
City because Wayne is a big basketball fan 
and Trae was someone a big basketball fan 
would know, and he went up because, why 
not? The compliance officer asked if Trae 
knew Lil Wayne owns a sports agency. 

These are problems that present them- 
selves when you're Trae Young. Trae's dad, 
Rayford, shares this story in his family’s 
living room in Norman, where they’ve 
lived for the past decade; a 10-minute 
drive from Oklahoma’s campus. It came 
up because I’d asked about the hoodie 
Rayford is wearing, a black number with 
an interlocking white TY on the chest that 
looks not unlike a symbol used by the 
pro wrestler the Undertaker. He and his wife, Candice, 
explain that they’d had the hoodies, as well as some 
T-shirts, made last year by a friend in town who owns 
a print shop, thinking they’d give them to people they 
knew and maybe sell a few. But the compliance office 
reminded them that, NCAA rules being what they are, 
Young can’t profit from his likeness. (On the bright side, 
when he does go pro and signs a branding deal, at least 
they’ve already got the logo.) 

In many ways Rayford, an account manager for a 
medical devices company, has been readying Trae 


DIMES BY 
THE DOZEN 


It’s exceedingly rare for 
the top scorer to be a 
prolific passer as well, 
but Young leads the 
nation in assists per 
game (9.5) and assist 
rate (52.7%). 


>  "IGUESS PEOPLE EXPECT ME TO PLAY LIKE STEPH 

— EVERY NIGHT," YOUNG SAYS, AMUSED. “BUT I 
JUST PLAY MY GAME. WHO WOULDN'^T WANT ТО 
BE COMPARED TO A GUY LIKE STEPH CURRY?" 


for the NBA since birth. Trae was born when Ray- 
ford was a junior guard on Texas Tech's basketball 
team— Candice, Rayford's high school sweetheart, | 
was a sophomore at the school—and there was little 

doubt that his son, like Rayford’s father (who played 
juco ball) and his uncle (who played NAIA), would 
be a basketball player too. Candice and their first 
two children, Trae and Caitlyn, tagged along to Ray- a 

ford’s pro stints in France, Italy, Portugal and Spain, | | | 
eventually settling in Norman to be near Candice’s |, P 
family. (Daughter Camryn and son Timothy were М 
born after the family moved back to the States.) But e 
Rayford knew there was tougher competition in Texas, Е.) ” | Y 






Ка 


and so as early as grade school he would ferry Trae 
three hours to Dallas or six hours to Houston. “This 


is what it’s all about,” Rayford would tell him. “Do 
you wanna just stay in Norman and play with all your 
friends, or do you really wanna be one of the best?” 

That also meant ample work at home and, yes, film 
study—of Kyrie Irving’s predraft workouts, of Warriors 
games, of DVDs spliced by Rayford’s friends who popu- 
lated NBA staffs. Father and son would arrive hours early 
to Thunder games (Rayford has had season tickets since 
the team moved to Oklahoma City in 2008) and scour 
players’ pregame routines for bits Trae could mimic. 
Friday nights meant cone drills at a nearby junior high. 
School days would begin at 6 a.m. at the YMCA, and then 
resume there in the afternoon, where father would hold 
a broom above his head so that son could hone a floater 
inspired by Steve Nash. “You've got three courts, parents 
just joking around shooting with their kids,” Rayford 
recalls. “Then you see this military dad with the broom. 
Come on! Get it over the broom!” 

Results were swift. At Norman North High, Trae 
started on varsity as a freshman; the next year he aver- 
aged 24.0 points. By his senior season he was averaging 
42.8, once scoring 62 in a 32-minute game in which he 
sat out nearly a quarter. On the court he drew constant 
double teams, often breaking them by pushing the ball 
between defenders’ legs. Off it, things grew so frenzied 
with postgame selfie-seekers that the team assigned an 
assistant coach to act as his bodyguard. He was barely 
16 when he ил and umd way through his first sit-down 
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TV interview, in his family’s living room. In his junior 
year the state’s largest newspaper published a schedule 
under the headline: WHERE TO SEE NORMAN NORTH’S 
TRAE YOUNG IN ACTION. By the next year the bleach- 
ers at the school’s practices would be so cluttered with 
major college coaches that North’s coach, Bryan Merritt, 
would joke it looked like an industry reunion. 

Rayford had been through this process himself, and in 
some ways choosing Texas Tech had been great, because 
he scored a ton of points there (1,525). But in other ways 
it was not, because his team floundered around .500 
and he never made the NCAA tournament. He implored 
Trae to choose Kentucky, to play for a coach who got his 
players to the NBA and his teams to college’s biggest 
stage. Candice favored Kansas, a blue blood closer to 
home. But Trae was partial to Oklahoma, where he’d 
gotten to know the players through pickup games and 
where he could still see his family for dinner. The Youngs 
had raised a son who believed anything he could do, he 
could do anywhere. 





MINUTE OR two into our video session, after 

he’s stopped and started several clips to provide 

analysis, he suddenly perks up. On screen is the 

first clip from his game against TCU on Dec. 30, in 
which he had 39 points and 14 assists. “Oh,” he says. “This 
is one of my good games.” Which, sure. But at this point 
his worst game had been one in which he scored 29 points 
in a loss at West Virginia, albeit on 8 for 22 shooting. If 
he’s kidding, he’s got an All-America poker face. 

Young’s not easily impressed by him- 
self, but there are times when he is caught 
off-guard. Watching one outlandish float- 
er against TCU, in which he dribbles past 
two defenders in transition before arcing 
a shot over two more, he abandons any 
attempt at insight. “I don’t know why I 
did that,” he says, smiling. Another time, 
seeing himself hurl a particularly ambi- 
tious three from 28 feet against West 
Virginia, he says, “This is where I look at 
it and I’m like, Oh, my, why am I shooting 
that deep? But in a game I just have a feel 
of where I'm at. And if I’m in range, ГП 
just shoot it from wherever.” 

Earlier in that game, doubled off a 
high ball screen from teammate Jamuni 
McNeace, Young found himself briefly 
trapped on the right wing. “See all these 
people helping?” Young asks, alluding 
to the two additional defenders track- 
ing him, making it a swarm of four. He 
pauses the clip and points to a pair of 
teammates. “So I know I have either 
him”—Brady Manek, open at the top of 
the агс—“ог him"—Kameron McGusty, alone on the op- 
posite wing. The clip resumes, showing Young whip a 
pass to McGusty, who buries a catch-and-shoot three. 

It’s Young’s passing that has most surprised observ- 
ers. He averaged just 5.0 assists in high school but now 
regularly (and ambidextrously) threads needles on long- 
distance and off-kilter passes to, as ESPN’s Fran Fra- 
schilla puts it, “teammates who didn’t even know they 
were open.” Only four players in the last 20 years have 
topped his average of 9.5 assists; he had 22 in a single 
game, against Northwestern State on Dec. 19. Was that 
something he consciously worked to improve? “It’s just the 
perception,” Young says. “This is how Гуе always played.” 

This same assuredness is on display when he watches 
a step-back off the dribble launched nearly 30 feet from 
the basket, closer to the scorer’s table at TCU than the 
three-point line. “When I got it right there, I’m already 
like, Oh yeah, I know I’m good,” he says. “That much 
врасе”--һе has a good five feet of room, and his defender’s 
hand is down—“that was too much for me.” 





So there was no hesitation, even from that distance? 
“Not from me. I’ve worked on it so much.” 

Herein lies one key to understanding Young. At times 
his audacity and skill might be hard to comprehend, but 
his confidence has been earned over the kind of countless, 
boring-to-describe hours of preparation that have earned 
him the right to think he can shoot it from wherever, 
because he already has more times than anyone could 
know. But surely even Young could not have had expected 
this kind of freshman season. “I knew my numbers would 
be there because of the way we play,” Young says, refer- 
ring to the freedom coach Lon Kruger gives his players, 
“but if we won, all this would come with it.” 

All this meaning the attendant hoopla surrounding 
him, a full-court press of coverage that harks back to the 
days of Jimmer or J.J. or Melo. The first week of January 
he’d appeared on two separate editions of SportsCenter in 
consecutive days; the afternoon after we spoke he would 
have a Slam Magazine cover shoot; ESPN was coming 
soon to film a College GameDay feature. 

But he’s used to it. He’s had hundreds of thousands 
of Twitter and Instagram followers since high school, 
which helps explain the postgame security. Last year, 
as his college-decision announcement neared, it all got 
to be a bit much. He would show up to the movies only 
once the previews had started, and he stopped going to 
Thunder games to avoid fans interrogating him about 
his destination. Even on Oklahoma’s preseason tour 
of New Zealand, local kids whipped out their phones 
when they recognized him. All of this is cool, but it’s 
not completely new. 

What about the comparisons to Curry, I ask. Are those 
ever a burden? “What do you mean by a burden?” he says. 
I suggest they might be hard to live up to. “No, I mean, 
I guess people expect me to play like Steph now every 
night,” he says, amused. “But I just play my game. Who 
wouldn’t want to be compared to a guy like Steph Curry?” 

And the NBA stars shouting him out, is that ever sur- 
real? It’s fun, he says, but not that big a deal. When he 
was younger he might have freaked out some. “But it’s 
starting to be a reality now,” he says. “Maybe I could be 
playing against them. So I can’t be too much of a fan.” 

In this way too his father prepared him. Rayford 
sought to demystify the NBA for Trae from a young age, 
using his friendships with various players and coaches 
to get his son into locker rooms and chat with the hoops 
stars whenever he could, as much to soak up advice as 
to give him a sense of purpose. Once Trae was making 
the rounds through the elite AAU circuit, he started 
to meet stars such as Kobe Bryant and Anthony Davis 
(who told him not to shave his eyebrows). As a boy he 
nearly wore a Chris Paul jersey to shreds; now, having 
connected through youth all-star camps, he and Paul 
speak regularly over FaceTime, often about everything 
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but basketball. Kevin Durant sponsored his AAU team, 
MOKAN Elite, and sometimes KD’s people would invite 
Trae to watch hoops and hang out at Durant’s place in 
Oklahoma City. “He was just a normal dude,” Young says. 

So no, none of this is overwhelming, or even all that 
sudden. “I’ve been working to try to have it like this for 
a long time,” Young says. 

There are still ways that he’s like any college kid. He 
takes classes, and in the fall his favorite was psychology, 
which he says taught him “mind tricks” for high-pressure 
situations. One involves closing your eyes and taking 
deep breaths before relaxing your shoulders and neutral- 





0, WHAT A SEASON 

After the Sooners went 5-13 in the 
Big 12 last year, Young's arrival has 
transformed coach Kruger's squad 
into one of the nation's top teams. 


izing the rest of your body. Two days earlier, he says, he 
had used it in a game against Texas Tech, during which 
hed shot 1 for 12 in the first half. After halftime he did 
his mind trick at midcourt. He finished with 27 points. 
Clips of his plays loop once more on the laptop, a reel 
of spectacular highlights now wallpaper to stare at idly 
during conversation. I ask if his psych course covered 
imposter syndrome. “Imposter syndrome,” he repeats, 
furrowing his brow. He shakes his head. I tell him it's 
when people worry that despite their accomplishments, 
they will be exposed as a fraud, as an imposter among 
their successful peers. And here, because Young is un- 
ceasingly polite, he tries to forge common ground by 
telling me he too is sometimes afraid of failing. No, I 
clarify, some people are scared of succeeding. “Scared 
of succeeding?" he says, looking bewildered, as if it's 
something that might be real but he just can't grasp, as 
if he's like the rest of us watching him play basketball. 
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HE NEXT morning Young and his teammates 

stand before an assembly in the gymnasium of 

Norman's Truman Primary School, which the 

Sooners visit regularly to perform community 
service; today's trip includes a bunch of games involv- 
ing marshmallows. Later, during a Hula-Hoop contest 
featuring basketball players and second graders, Young's 
hoop drops limply to the floor a few times before he looks 
up to see a kid hardly moving his hips, his hoop rotating 
perfectly. Young stops trying and simply points in the 
kid's direction, game recognizing game. 

Young is not eager to leave this town. He goes home 
to nap on his parents' couch. Candice still does his laun- 
dry. He enjoys attending his siblings' sporting events, 
impromptu lunches with Mom, late-night chats with 
Dad in an empty Noble Center after they've finished 
yet another private workout. He still gets his hair cut at 
Payneless Images. He still meets his family for 10 a.m. 
services at Victory Family Church. 

But the timetable for departure has accelerated. One- 
and-done wasn't the plan, because not even the Youngs 
envisioned Trae playing his way into contention for a top 
three pick. The prospect of saying goodbye to Norman 
and heading off to some NBA city does not daunt him, 
however. “That’s just me chasing my dreams," he says. 
When his time comes, he will be ready. 

Why would he believe anything else? He's not playing 
like a normal freshman because he's spent years mak- 
ing sure he would not be a normal freshman; he's not 
handling this like a typical 19-year-old because there was 
no chance he’d turn out to be a typical 19-year-old. He's 
not a sudden sensation. He's nearly two decades in the 
making; we're all just surprised because we weren't with 
him in the gym, rolling our eyes at the dad and the broom. 

The day after the marshmallow contests I watch one 
of Young's games in person for the first time, a rematch 
with then No. 16 TCU. It's another dazzler: 43 points, 
including a second-half run of 16 straight, plus 11 re- 
bounds and seven assists in an 102-97 overtime win. Не 
takes 18 threes and makes 10, many of them launched 
with a staggeringly quick flick from daringly deep. Each 
shot is accompanied by an entire arena's anticipatory 
inhale. Whenever one rattles out, it's followed by the 
crowd's disappointed deflation—the surprise no longer 
the attempt, but the miss. 

Seven minutes into the game Young scores his first 
points since he dribbled between his legs three times and 
drained a trey on the opening possession—yet another 
faraway bomb. The arena erupts; the Sooners now lead 
by nine, and the Trae Young Show has returned to its 
regularly scheduled programming. As he jogs backward 
down the court, Young ever so slightly shakes his head. 
And there in that fleeting moment is a feeling to which 
all of us relate. " 
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WO YEARS ago, the U.S. nearly swept the women’s artistic 
gymnastics competition at the Rio Olympics, winning gold 
in the team all-around and in three out of five individual 
events. But now, halfway through the four-year cycle to 
Tokyo 2020, the sport’s governing body, USA Gymnastics, 
is in free fall, its very existence thrown into doubt by its 
handling of the cases of sexual assault perpetrated by its 
former national team doctor, Larry Nassar. 

On Jan. 25, a day after Nassar was sentenced to up 
to 175 years in jail—in addition to a 60-year sentence 
handed down on Dec. 6 and another sentence of up to 
125 years on Monday—an open letter by Scott Blackmun, 
CEO of the U.S. Olympic Committee, warned that if USA 
Gymnastics did not quickly implement a series of six 
reforms, “the USOC will have no choice but to pursue 
termination of USAG’s NGB [national governing body] 
status.” Number 1 on that list was a requirement that 
the entire board of directors resign within a week. One 
day later all 21 members were on their way out. President 
and CEO Kerry Perry, who took on her role only on Dec. 1 
after a 20-year career in multimedia sports branding, 
will now oversee an organization stripped of much of its 
institutional experience. 

One-by-one, major sponsors have ended their support for 
USAG. In mid-December, Kellogg’s and Procter & Gamble 
decided not to renew their sponsorships. Hershey’s opted 
to let its contract run out, while Under Armour announced, 
also in December, that it would end its association with the 
organization. On Jan. 23, in a Lansing, Mich., courtroom 


DA A 


near the end of a week of victim impact statements—156 
in total—that preceded Nassar's sentencing, AT&T is- 
sued a statement saying it was cutting ties with USAG 
“until it is re-built and we know that the athletes are in 
a safe environment." 

Susanne Lyons, an independent member of the USOC 
board of directors and a former executive with Visa, has 
been assigned to work as a liaison between USAG and 
the USOC and with selecting an outside investigator 
to determine how Nassar's abuses went unchecked for 
decades. On Feb. 2, the USOC announced that the law 
firm of Ropes & Gray would conduct the investigation. A 
thorough examination of the Nassar case is paramount 
of course, but with USAG essentially paralyzed and 
unsponsored, hopefuls for Tokyo 2020 are wondering 
not only how their sport got here but also where does 
American gymnastics go now? 


By TOM TAYLOR 
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TRUST. THE QUESTION 15: WHERE DOES THE 
SPORT GO FROM HERE? 
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ATIONAL GOVERNING bodies are responsible 
for the day-to-day running of their sports. For 
USA Gymnastics, that includes setting rules and 
policies, organizing clubs, promoting the sport, 
developing athletes, training coaches and running as 
many as 4,000 events per year across the country. USAG 
is also responsible for nominating athletes for interna- 
tional competitions, including the Olympics. 

While fans might pay little attention to gymnastics 
most of the time, the sport surges into the national con- 
sciousness during the Summer Games. On 
Day 4 of the Rio Games, U.S. swimmers 
Michael Phelps and Katie Ledecky, and the 
U.S. women’s gymnastics team combined 
for four gold medals, attracting an NBC 
audience of 33.6 million. 

Since its founding in 1963, USA Gym- 
nastics has become home to 148,000 ath- 
letes who train at more than 3,000 clubs 
across the country. In the NCAA, there are 
А ivision I women’ mnasti 
grams, each allowed to issue as many as 
12 scholarships, and 15 Division I men’s 








NO COMPANY HAS INDICATED AN INTENTION 
TO RETURN TO SUPPORTING USAG. IN FACT, 
THE USAG HAS DELETED THE SPONSORS PAGE 


FROM ITS WEBSITE 


teams, each with 6.3 scholarships available. Even for 

0 nds of gymr һо won’t mak ) 
national team, gymnastics can be а route to college. 
And the vast majority of those athletes will have risen 
through the ranks of USA Gymnastics. The USAG slo- 
gan: BEGIN HERE, GO ANYWHERE. 

The organization’s to-do list before Tokyo 2020 is long. 
USA Gymnastics needs to elect a new board, find a new 
training center (the Karolyi Ranch in Huntsville, Texas, 
site of some of Nassar’s crimes, has been shuttered), at- 
tract new sponsors to raise money, select national teams 
and ensure those teams qualify for competition. And, of 
course, it must cooperate fully with all Nassar-related 
investigations and develop policies and procedures to give 
its athletes confidence that they will be better protected. 

The first chance to qualify for the team competition in 
Tokyo will be at the 2018 world championships in Doha, 
Qatar, in October. Finishing on the podium qualifies a 
team for the 2020 Games. If the selection procedure were 
to follow that used before Rio 2016, the gymnasts for the 
team all-around competition would be chosen by a three- 
person committee following the U.S. Olympic trials in '20. 
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All members of that group will be new. Marta Karolyi, 
the former coach of the U.S. team, will be absent from 
that panel for the first time since ’00. With her husband, 
Béla, Marta is maybe most responsible for the current 
domination of the U.S. team, which has trained at the 
couple’s ranch in Texas since ’01. Their absence leaves 
a power vacuum at the heart of American gymnastics. 

Olympic medals brought sponsors. In August 2016, 
during the last Olympics, USA Gymnastics had 18 spon- 
sors listed on its website. Actual contributions from each 
brand are not detailed in the 
organization’s tax returns, 
but the total revenue that 
year, including more than 
$2 million from the USOC, 
was $34.5 million. Expenses 
added up to $32.4 million. 
The loss of sponsors will leave 
a hole in USAG’s revenue, and 
no major company has indi- 
1 intention to return 
to supporting USAG. In fact, 
USAG has deleted the spon- 
sors page from its website. 
Finding companies that are 
willing to be linked to USA 
Gymnastics today may be 
extremely difficult. 

Also, USA Gymnastics 
could be liable for signifi- 
cant damages from lawsuits 
brought by Nassar’s victims, 
and current or former staff could face criminal charges. 
ии: al problems А Gymnastics run deep. 

Deborah Daniels, a former federal prosecutor, was 
hired by USAG in November 2016 to review the organi- 
zation’s policies, and in June 2017 issued a report calling 
on USAG to better protect young athletes, recommend- 
ing that "USA Gymnastics needs to undergo a complete 
cultural change, permeating the entire organization 
and communicated to the field in all its actions." In 
his Jan. 25 open letter, Blackmun echoed the opinion: 
“USAG culture needs fundamental rebuilding." 

At Nassar's sentencing hearing on Jan. 19, two-time 
Olympian and triple gold medalist Aly Raisman read a 
statement petitioning judge Rosemarie Aquilina to give 
Nassar the harshest sentence possible and criticizing 
how USA Gymnastics and the USOC had failed her and 
others. She also criticized new USAG president Perry for 
leaving midway through the hearing, and the USOC for 
being absent entirely. ^For this sport to go on, we need to 
demand real change, and we need to be willing to fight 
for it,” Raisman said. “It’s clear now that if we leave it up 
to these organizations, history is likely to repeat itself." 
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The Nassar case goes beyond gymnastics 


ONE-BY-ONE, the survivors walked to the podium in 
а court room іп Ingham County, Місһ., апа shared 
their stories. In all, 156 women and girls spoke at 
the sentencing hearing for former USA Gymnastics 
and Michigan State doctor Larry Nassar, who was 
sentenced to 40 to 175 years. 

Much of the focus has been on the gymnasts Nassar 
abused, but this was not just a gymnastics problem. 
Nassar abused dancers, figure skaters, soccer players, 
softball players, basketball players, swimmers, rowers, 
track athletes and cross-country runners. Not all victims 
were athletes. One such survivor is Catryina Brown, who 
worked at the MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine as a 
simulated patient between 2008 and 10. Then 24, Brown 
worked with Nassar as he taught students how to perform 
pelvic and breast exams. She is a reminder that not all of 
Nassar's abuse stemmed from his manipulation of the 
doctor-patient power imbalance, in closed exam rooms. 
He was also a shockingly brazen public perpetrator. 

According to court documents and interviews, during 
one simulated examination with Brown, Nassar failed 
to drape her properly, leaving her exposed, and placed 
his thumb on her clitoris. She told Nassar that his 
hand was in an inappropriate position and that there 
were students there То learn how їо до the procedure 
properly. She recalled Nassar telling the students, “If 
youre in a low-income area, you might have to talk 
down to your patients so that they understand you.” 

“l'm ап African-American woman, she says. "| was 
disgusted. | said to the students, ‘No matter where 
you are, you re supposed to treat every patient equally 
[and] explain everything you're doing. " After leaving 
the room, Brown expressed her discomfort to her 
supervisor, who told Brown she'd speak with Nassar and 
that Brown would not have to work with him again. That 
Supervisor no longer works at Michigan State. 

Brown didn't see Nassar again until she noticed his 
photo on the news іп December 2016 in connection 
with allegations of sexual abuse. "The first thing that 
came to mind was '| complained about that doctor. " 
she had a new supervisor by then and after speaking 
with her, Brown was directed to human resources. She 
was sent to the Office of Institutional Equity and then to 
MSU police detective Angela Munford. Brown says that 
when Munford got in touch with her previous supervisor, 
the woman did not recall Brown's complaint. 

—Lauren Green 
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There have been calls for USAG to be decertified, 
but there is no comparable organization that could 
easily step in as a national governing body. Without 
USA Gymnastics, the USOC might struggle to develop 
young talent. In a statement addressed to Team USA 
on Jan. 24, Blackmun explained that the reason for not 
decertifying USA Gymnastics is that doing so might do 
more damage than trying to rebuild the organization. 
^USA Gymnastics includes clubs and athletes who 
had no hand in this and who need to be supported," 
he wrote. “We believe [decertifying] would hurt more 
than help the athletes and their sport. But we will 
pursue decertification if USA Gymnastics does not 
fully embrace the necessary changes." 

USA Gymnastics is set to have an interim board of 
directors in place before the end of February. For an 
organization with hopes of defending its Olympic title in 
Tokyo, choosing at least one prominent former gymnast 
would make sense. The most decorated athlete on the 
previous board was Ivana Hong, who had been elected 

in December. Hong 
won team gold at the 
world championships 
in Stuttgart in 2007. 
For an organization 
that is struggling to 
overcome the worst 
sexual abuse scan- 
dal in sports history, 
seeking out the voices 
of Nassar's victims is 
also essential. Though 
neither has put her 
name forward for 
consideration, Rachael 
Denhollander, the first woman to publicly accuse Nas- 
sar, and Raisman would seem to be ideal candidates. 

From 1936 to 76, the United States picked up just 
one medal (bronze, London 48) in team gymnastics 
competition at the Olympics. But then the Károlyis 
defected from Romania during an '81 gymnastics tour 
of the U.S. Under their coaching guidance, Mary Lou 
Retton went on to win gold in the individual all-around 
in '84, and her scores helped to lift the team to a silver 
medal. Over the next eight Olympiads, the paternal (and 
maternal) Károlyis played pivotal roles in the success of 
the U.S. team. In that period Team USA won a total of 
39 team and individual medals, a dozen of them gold. 

In the wake of the Károlyis' departure and the com- 
plete turnover at the top, USA Gymnastics must begin 
again. Will we return to the days of being sixth-place 
also-rans? Or can we reach a point at which team suc- 
cess and athlete rights are no longer mutually exclusive? 

Begin here, go where? о 
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THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE A SIDE SHOW, BUT INSTEAD 
CASTOFFS AND ONE STAR PRANKSTER—HAVE BECOME TH 


By ALEX PREWITT 
Photograph by ROBERT BECK 
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The most spectacular show in Las Vegas 
features many apparent mysteries but only 
one obvious illusion. Exiting the home locker 
room before each period at T-Mobile Arena, 
the Golden Knights march down an entrance 
tunnel lined with looking glass. Viewed from 
the right angle, this creates the appearance 
of multiplying hockey players hitting the 
ice. “Those mirrors .. .” says Nashville GM 
David Poile, evidently still spooked from a 3-0 
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defeat that his defending Western Conference champs 
received Jan. 2. “It’s like an army coming out.” 

The in-game experience is not far off for visiting teams. 
Whereas past NHL expansion efforts such as the 1993-94 
Florida Panthers chased respectability with passive, 
defensive-minded systems, the Golden Knights swarm 
on an aggressive forecheck, overwhelm with swift coun- 
terattacks, suffocate through prolonged offensive zone 
possessions. They roll four lines and three defensive pairs 
(and giant fuzzy dice, but more on those later) without 
regard for matchups. Given how often Columbus got 
hemmed in while losing 6-3 оп Jan. 23—defenseman 


Seth Jones was credited with a muscle-melting shift of 
2:53—it is a wonder that no Blue Jackets dashed across 
the street during intermission to huff the oxygenated 
air at the Monte Carlo. 

“They play with arrogance, which is a compliment,” 
Columbus captain Nick Foligno gushed. “They’re making 
behind-the-back passes, passes in the slot right on guys’ 
tape. They just know when someone’s coming through, 
and—boom—they take off.” 

When team owner Bill Foley repeatedly declared 
his intention for the Golden Knights to reach the 
playoffs in three seasons and capture Lord Stanley 


THE GOLDEN KNIGHTS—A BAND OF 
Е HOTTEST ACT IN HOCKEY 





in six, most hockey minds judged him crazy. The city 
gets labeled for its fluorescent phoniness, but here is 
something spectacularly real: Not only should Vegas 
become the first major league expansion franchise in 
the four major sports to finish its inaugural season 
above .500, the Golden Knights (34-13-4, through 
Feb. 3) lead the Western Conference, are tied for the 
best home record (19-3-2) in the NHL, have scored 
the second-most goals per game (3.35), have ceded 
the eighth fewest (2.65) and are on pace to become 
the first NHL expansion team to make the postsea- 
son since the league doubled from six to 12 in 1967. 
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First place? Hockey? Las Vegas? 
How the hell is this happening? 

“Good question,” center Wil- 
liam Karlsson says. “It started off 
as a bunch of guys trying to prove 
themselves.” Behind the scenes, the 
players razz each other constantly 
about getting ditched by their pre- 
vious teams, whether they were 
exposed in the expansion draft or 
traded. Even coach Gerard Gallant 
can play the castaway card: He was 
fired by Florida 22 games into last 
season. “Those classic chirps,” says 
Karlsson, who earned proper revenge 
with two goals against Columbus. 
“They didn’t want you! Hell, no, they 
didn’t want me! We have fun with it.” 

“They’ve probably been telling 
each other that people don’t respect 
them,” Foligno says. “Well, everyone 
is f------ starting to.” 

The man whose $500 million 
check put pro sports in Las Vegas 
would like everyone to stop. “Мете 
still not any good,” Foley says, with 
more than a hint of sarcasm. “We 
understand. Мете just lucky. Teams 
come here, they go out, they stay up 
all night. They’re tired.” In the medi- 
cal community, this malady is known 
as the Vegas Flu. Side effects include 
headaches, nausea, lighter wallets 
and losses. 

In reality, the explanation for the 
Knights’ magic isn’t complicated. 
Assembled under the most generous 
expansion draft rules in league history, backstopped by 
an all-world goalie, encouraged by a not-so-bossy bench 
boss and fueled by a rabid fan base ranging from Lil’ Jon 
to Carrot Top, the Golden Knights are believe-it-or-not 
legit. “I don’t think we expected to be this successful this 
quickly,” says winger Reilly Smith. “But I don’t think 
it’s that hard to fathom why we are.” 


HE FOOTAGE opens on general manager George 
McPhee, zooming into focus and revealing a smile. 
He sits inside the war room at Golden Knights 
headquarters, against a wall covered with hundreds 
of magnetic name tags forming depth charts for every 
NHL and AHL team. A few minutes earlier, at 6:56 a.m. 
PST on June 21, 2017, the Vegas front office had emailed 
its draft picks to league headquarters. Like any proud 
parent, McPhee wanted to catalog those early moments 
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of existence. “Because this is history,” he explained, so 
someone found a handheld camera and hit record. 
“We prepared for every single thing," McPhee tells 
assistant GM Kelly McCrimmon in the video. “But actu- 
ally when we got here ... the world had stopped for a 
minute. And we sat down. And I looked at you. And we 
both had the same feeling. Like, Now what do we do? 
How do we actually start? Because it’s the real thing.” 
As months of scouting trips, phone calls and staff- 
wide mock drafts led to a three-day selection window, 
McPhee recalled the words of Doug Risebrough. Child- 
hood friends from southwestern Ontario, the pair had 
recently spent five hours discussing Risebrough’s experi- 
ence running the expansion Minnesota Wild (2000-01). 
Among his morsels of advice, the longtime NHL executive 
and current Rangers pro scout encouraged McPhee to 
seek “the unknown surprises” who could outperform 
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their past. “We don’tihave the 
talent that other teams have,” 
McPhee says now. {We had 
to find another way,” 

Several obvious choices, 
such as sharpshootihg wing- 
er James Neal (22 goals, 13 
assists) and journeyman 
linemate David Perron (13 goals, 33 assists) have 
delivered as hoped. But pleasant revelations litter the 
rest of the roster. After a 30-goal season in Florida, the 
Golden Knights’ own Lil Jon—5' 9", 174-pound Jonathan 
Marchessault—is scoring at a point-per-game pace. Four 
defensemen have already reached career-best offensive 
totals too, a group that includes time-on-ice leader Nate 
Schmidt (22:30), who endured several healthy scratches 
with Washington late in 2016-17. “Guys knew that they 
were coming into a clean slate and any spot was open,” 
defenseman Deryk Engelland says. “Everyone took that 
and ran with it.” 

No better example exists than Karlsson. Ironically 
nicknamed Wild Bill by his former coaches in Anaheim, 
the shy Swede had been Columbus's checking-line center 
for the last two seasons. Sensing greater opportunity 
after Vegas picked him, Karlsson shaved several inches 
from his Warrior stick last summer and flattened its lie 
angle, hoping to feel “more compact, more like a unit” 
while shooting. The result: After scoring only 18-goa 
in 183 career games, the 25-year-old entered the All-Star 
break with 27, trailing only Alex Ovechkin (30) for the 
NHL lead. ^We just thought he was a good all-around 
player," McPhee says now. “We didn't think hed be this." 

As the camera rolled 74 months ago, the GM looked 
across the war room at the Golden Knights' selections, 
each name boxed and checked on a grease board. 
Prompted to describe the feeling, he replies, “Relieved. 
I think we delivered." Indeed, the entire process had 
been an exercise in stamina; before publicly revealing 
the results that evening at T-Mobile Arena, McPhee 
sneaked in a catnap on the coaches' room carpet using 
his dress shoe as a pillow. When the lists of unprotected 
players had been released, he recalls, only one choice 
felt like “automatic” from the start. Clearly fans at the 
expansion draft show agreed, judging by the standing 
ovation and booming chant showered upon the new 
face of the franchise: FLEUR-Y! FLEUR-Y! FLEUR-Y! 


BEST BETS 

Sniper Neal (18) has 
met expectations, 
while Vegas 
defensemen like 
Engelland (5) have 
exceeded them. 








LVIS HAS entered the building. 

Five Elvises actually, each sporting thick make- 
up, thicker sideburns and a brilliant rhinestone 
jumpsuit. Think the NHL is intense? Try wading 

into Las Vegas's pool of tribute artists. As word of a 
photo shoot spread around town, seven other imper- 
sonators cold-called about joining the gig, pitching 


STEP ONE: WIN 


Off to an unprecedented start, the Golden Knights 
are challenging the old assumptions about 
expansion teams—and outperforming history 


BEST INAUGURAL SEASON FOR 

AN EXPANSION TEAM (four major sports) 

1995 PANTHERS (МЕЦ: 7-9, made playoffs second season 
1966-67 BULLS (МВА): 33-48, made playoffs first season 
1961 ANGELS (MLB): 70-91, made playoffs 19th season 
1969 ROYALS (MLB): 89-93, made playoffs eighth season 
1970-71 TRAIL BLAZERS (NBA): 29-53, made playoffs 
seventh season 


BEST INAUGURAL SEASON 
FOR AN NHL EXPANSION TEAM 


1993-94 PANTHERS: 33-34-17, made playoffs third season 
1972-73 FLAMES: 25-38-15, made playoffs second season 
1970-71 SABRES: 24-39-15, made playoffs third season 
1993-94 DUCKS: 33-46-5, made playoffs fourth season 





themselves as 505 Elvis, 605 Elvis, Red Cape Elvis, 
Gold Lamé Elvis, Old Elvis, Black Elvis. ... So did a 
woman, wondering if by chance SI needed any showgirls. 
(Thankyavurrymuch, but no.) 

Las Vegas’s newest headliner enters the hotel ball- 
room, holding the door for Purple Elvis. “How’s the 
hair?” Marc-André Fleury says. “I didn’t bring gel.” He 
laughs. Of course he does. That’s the first thing anyone 
mentions about the 33-year-old goalie. No matter the 
situation, “Flower” is always abloom. During games he 
narrates parries—“pokecheck!”—and hollers as shooters 
skate past: “Good try, dude! Next time, maybe!” Before 
starts, he cartwheels around the locker room, dives over 
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couches, walks on his hands. As fellow Penguins quietly 
focused before Game 7 of the 2009 Stanley Cup finals 
at Detroit’s Joe Louis Arena—which Fleury clinched 
with a lunging, cross-crease shoulder save on Nicklas 
Lidstrom at the buzzer—he was busy fashioning a belt 
and suspenders out of shin-guard tape. 

In addition to a decorated résumé—he has won more 
Stanley Cups (three) than the rest of Vegas’s roster com- 
bined (zero), and his 115 playoff games outpace any 
teammate by 35—this joie de vivre made Fleury perfectly 
suited for an expansion franchise. If the Golden Knights 
were indeed destined for a rocky maiden voyage, might 
as well have someone cracking jokes in the galley. (Or 
ducking under tablecloths and dumping pasta sauce onto 
sneakers, Fleury’s favorite prank; rumored victims of 
the daring “shoe check” include NBC Sports announcer 
Pierre McGuire in a Philadelphia steak house and actor 
David Spade over dinner at Penguins owner Ron Burkle’s 
Beverly Hills mansion.) 

“Trying to be in the zone, in the game, all these words 
people use, to me it doesn’t work that way,” Fleury says. 


“THEY VE PROBABLY BEEN TELLING EACH 
OTHER THAT PEOPLE DON’T RESPECT THEM,” FOLIGNO 
SAYS. “WELL, EVERYONE IS F------ STARTING TO.” 


“I don't like sitting there waiting for the clock. I feel 
stuck. Га rather run around and laugh." 

That was the plan in Las Vegas: Shake hands, save 
lots of pucks and perform face-of-the-franchise tasks— 
like posing with Elvises. Then came Oct. 13. Unbeaten 
through their first three games, riding a 963 save per- 
centage from Fleury, the Golden Knights were hosting 
Detroit. Midway through the second period, as Fleury 
sprawled sideways to make a save, Red Wings forward 
Anthony Mantha's right knee plowed straight into his 
head. “My neck was really sore and tight,” Fleury re- 
members. “I was like, ГІ be fine’ Then I went back for 
the third period, and that’s when things started to get 
a little rough. I knew I wasn’t right then.” 

Diagnosed with his third concussion in less than three 
years, hockey’s happiest man spent two months trying 
to recover. He received cranial massages to relieve ten- 
sion and headaches, performed vestibular exercises that 
helped manage dizziness, visited a vision therapist be- 
cause one eye was getting blurry whenever he exercised. 
“It’s just frustrating to not know how long it's going to 
be,” Fleury says. “Your body feels fine. But your head’s 
not right.... New team, new teammates, new fans, so 
much hype. I didn’t want to disappoint anybody.” 

When a high shot struck Fleury’s chin late in 2015-16— 
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fired by his future Golden Knights teammate Neal—it 
began a chain of events that ultimately led to his depar- 
ture from Pittsburgh. The torch officially passed when 
Fleury handed successor Matt Murray the Stanley Cup 
after Game 6 of the finals last June. No similar goaltend- 
ing timeshare awaited upon Fleury's return in Vegas. 
“[50] when Flower went down," Marchessault says, “we 
could've gone really south." 

Through the fall and early winter the Golden Knights 
cycled through more netminders than Spinal Tap did 
drummers: Malcolm Subban, Oscar Dansk and Maxime 
Lagace all played and got hurt; at one point 19-year- 
old Dylan Ferguson was summoned from the WHL's 
Kamloops Blazers for nine minutes of emergency duty 
against Edmonton in mid-November. But the Knights 
only trailed first-place L.A. by four points when their 
No. 1 finally returned on Dec. 12. 

Since then everything has been sunny for Fleury. 
Winning 11 of his last 16 starts, he's dazzled with a .946 
save percentage and a 1.61 GAA since coming back. He 
was invited to his third All-Star Game and won over 
hearts in Tampa by requesting "Let It Go" from Frozen 
as his song for the save streak challenge. An anthem for 
goalies everywhere, Fleury explained. 

Fleury is again sprawling, pokechecking and cart- 
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POCKET ACES 


In Fleury's absence 
after injury (right], 
a new star, Karlsson 
(above), emerged. 


wheeling as much as ever 
“Нез a great leader," Marches 
sault says. "It's been 14 years, 
and he acts like he’s here [in 
the NHL] for two months." 
Pranks were shelved while he 
healed, but Fleury is coming 
around there too. Returning to 
his hotel room during a recent road trip, Marchessault 
discovered water leaking onto the bathroom floor. Some- 
one had sneaked inside and unscrewed the toilet pipes. 





WO DAYS before the regular-season opener, a 

2-1 win in Dallas behind two goals from Neal 

and Fleury's 45 saves, the Golden Knights split 

into four teams for a scavenger hunt around their 

new city. Clues were scattered at local landmarks—the 
replica Eiffel Tower outside Paris Las Vegas, the dol- 
phin habitat inside the Mirage, a wedding chapel, a wax 
museum. The route began at Red Rock Canyon, where 
players needed to land snake eyes on fuzzy dice before 
setting off, and ended with sushi dinner along the Strip. 
Unsurprisingly, the group captained by Engelland won. 
“But that's cheating,” Smith says. “Because he lives here.” 
Engelland understands Las Vegas. He settled there 





after his pro career began with Ше ECHL's Wranglers in 
2003-04. He met his wife there, saw their two sons born 
there. He was at their home four miles away, sleeping, 
when a gunman killed almost five dozen concertgoers 
along Las Vegas Boulevard on Oct. 1. He spent several 
days memorizing the speech that he delivered at the 
team’s first home game a week and a half later: “To the 
families and friends of the victims, know that we’ll do 
everything we can to help you and our city heal,” Engel- 
land said, flanked by first responders at center ice. “We 
are Vegas strong.” 

They are in this together, town and team. At first, 
players wondered how hockey would fare in the desert; 
Fleury recalls attending a youth clinic where the goalie 
used a skater’s stick, a baseball catcher’s mitt and two 
right leg pads of different sizes. “Aw, geez,” he thought, 
“they’ve got a long way to go." 

Now? Las Vegas ranks fifth in average attendance 
by percentage (100.4), trailing only Chicago, Montreal, 
Minnesota and the Rangers. 
Gallant compares the atten- 
tion he receives to the decade 
i he spent playing in Detroit. 
0Y » When 10,000-strong packed 
, 7” а old downtown for last month’s 
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fanfest, a woman surprised 
Karlsson with a blindside 
smooch. “Just on the cheek,” 
he reports. “She was mar- 
ried. But it was a good kiss.” 
Smith, meanwhile, recalls 
getting flagged down at the 
mall and shown an eight-inch 
VGK calf tattoo. “I was like, 
‘Wow, that’s really early to get 
one of those. I hope you don’t 
regret it, ” Smith says. 

No way. Armed with ample draft picks and prospects 
from 10 expansion draft side deals and generous cap 
space, Vegas looks poised for an extended run at the 
NHL table. “It’s not just one of the best stories in the 
league now,” Poile says. “They’re going to be one of the 
better teams for a long time.” 

After the expansion draft show ended, a small group 
of players that the Golden Knights had flown out for the 
event—they checked into hotels under pseudonyms to 
avoid giving away their draft status—retreated into the 
empty home locker room at T-Mobile Arena. Cracking 
open beers, everyone toasted the new team. At one point, 
an enthusiastic Foley approached Fleury and reminded 
the goalie of his lofty hopes. 

“Well,” Foley said, “playoffs in three, Stanley Cup 
in six?” 

“Why wait?” Fleury replied. " 
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THE mE m NEW СЕО 15 THE PRODUCT 
OFA A BASEBALL CULTURE WHERE SUCCESS, 
SUPPORT AND PROFITABILITY WERE SIMPLE 
FACTS OF LIFE. HES NO 
ANYMORE, BUT WHILE 
IS PLAYING DEFENSE I Е 
HES AS CONFIDENT AS EVER 
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Cool as marble, choosing bemusement over anger, Derek Jeter is playing 

defense from behind a desk. It’s a new position for the former Yankees 

shortstop. Start with the desk itself: a sleek, modern aircraft carrier 

with much of its vast deck gone unused. Jeter is behind it five days 

a week, usually starting, as on this one in January, around 7:45 am. 
Room 2.18.06 of Marlins Park formerly 
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belonged to David Samson, president of the 
Miami Marlins under owner Jeffrey Loria. 


It featured dark walls and black carpeting. In a symbol- 
ic first act four months ago upon becoming a part-owner 
and chief executive officer of the franchise, Jeter turned 
the walls white and covered the floor with a light-beige 
Berber so luxurious that it requires a doormat at the 
entrance, lest any shoes dare track in dirt. 

The bookshelves behind him contain only four items: 
one of his five Gold Glove Awards and three framed family 
photographs, including one of his daughter, Bella, now six 
months old, and a wedding shot with his wife, Hannah. 

When Jeter announced his retirement as a player in 
2014, players’ association executive director Tony Clark 
said, “For nearly 20 years there has been no greater am- 
bassador to the game of baseball than Derek Jeter.” When 
Jeter turned 40 years old that summer, his number 2 
Yankees jersey was not only still the top-selling jersey 
that season but also the most popular of all time. 

That Derek Jeter is gone, at least if you read the 
blame assigned to him in a cascade of headlines out of 
Miami that portray what must be the worst honeymoon 
since Ernest Borgnine boarded the SS Poseidon. Jeter 
has been blamed for firing four “beloved” Marlins 
assistants, a scout who was in a hospital undergoing 
treatment for cancer and the team’s longtime play-by- 
play broadcaster; for bonus provisions tied to cutting 
payroll that can earn back his investment; for fronting 
an ownership group that needs money; for thinking he 
can boost attendance after trading his best players; for 
being irked he wasn’t designated as the team’s control 
person (i.e., the official top executive as recognized by 
Major League Baseball), and for blowing off the winter 
meetings to yuk it up at a football game. 

And that was just his first three months behind the desk. 

The same guy who had been compared with icons Joe 
DiMaggio and Mickey Mantle is now being compared 
with malefactors Max Bialystock and Loria. He will 
address all of it. (One of the aforementioned charges 
against him, he admits, actually happens to be true.) 

“You just don’t turn into a new person because you're 
in a new position,” Jeter says. “I don't treat people poorly. 
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ALL OUT 


This offseason, the 
Marlins traded their 
entire outfield: (from 
left) Ozuna, Yelich 
and Stanton—the NL 
MVP who's now with 
Jeter's old team. 


You would think some of these people covering the story 
might think, Well, you know what? That doesn’t sound right. 
You would think they would say, Let's at least reach out 
and see what he has to say. But they've run with it. Like the 
gift-bag story. I addressed it publicly and it still lives on." 

In 2011 the New York Post reported that Jeter gave gift 
baskets with signed memorabilia to women after they 
spent the night with him. Jeter denied it, but that did 
not stop many people from wanting it to be true. “It’s the 
same thing here,” he says. “So I don't know if me saying 
something even changes the narrative." 

Like his friend and Marlins co-investor Michael Jordan, 
whose Charlotte Hornets have never won a playoff series 
in his 11 years as an NBA owner, Jeter knows he cannot 
answer his critics the same way he once could. 

“When you're a player, you go out and have a good 
game, you silence the critics,” says Jeter. “In this situa- 
tion, the only way you silence your critics is over time. 

“So if we're sitting here however many years down 
the road and we haven't been successful, then I think 
that would be fair criticism. But to criticize us before 
we even began and we're trying to fix something that, in 
my mind, has been broken—give us a little more time." 

Jordan has a small stake in the Marlins of about 
$5 million. When Jeter turned to him for advice on being 
a CEO, Jordan told him, “If you believe in the plan, stick 
to the plan. Don't alter it midstream." 

“And that,” Jeter says, “is exactly what we're going 
to do.” 

What is that plan? On the business side Jeter is reach- 
ing out to the community in ways Loria never did. He is 
turning Marlins Park into an entertainment venue beyond 
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the Marlin’s 81 home dates. (Monster truck rallies and 
craft beer festivals are already scheduled.) He hopes to 
attract more fans with music and a festival atmosphere 
at ball games, similar to what was seen during the World 
Baseball Classic last year. (“Eighty-five percent of those 
fans were from the Miami area. Those fans are here,” he 
says.) And he hopes to more than double the worst local TV 


deal in the game ($20 million a year 
on a contract that expires in 2020). 

On the baseball side he wants a 
team that plays “the right way,” looks 
professional (“Well-groomed is the best 
way to put it,” he says when asked 
about a facial hair policy) and, from 
the lowest level of the minors to the 
majors, emphasizes winning—all of 
which more than suggests a team in 
his image. Jeter has known only the 
Yankees and their demanding, win- 
centric system. “There’s a way that you 
work,” he says. *There's a way that you're accountable. 
I never want to be the person who says, ‘Well, when I 
played... " But when we were coming up we knew there 
was a way to handle yourself. That's something that needs 
to be instilled in players when they first sign." 

The Marlins are not the Yankees. Not even close. They 
haven't made the playoffs in 14 seasons and have had eight 
straight losing years. The team is saddled with $400 mil- 
lion in debt. The farm system Jeter inherited was one of 
the worst in baseball. The team has finished last in NL 
attendance in 12 of the past 13 seasons. It has lost more 
than 600,000 paid customers since Marlins Park opened in 






а 27 


2012. The fan base is distrustful after the spend-and-slash 
ways of previous owners Wayne Huizenga and Loria, not 
to mention how Loria and MLB squeezed Miami-Dade 
County and the city of Miami to help build Marlins Park 
with what will turn out to be about $2 billion in bonds. 

Into this mess rides Jeter, who has never run a team 
before. What makes him think this can work? 

Those who ask that question simply don’t know Jeter. 
He will run the Marlins with the same diligence, pur- 
pose and confidence he wielded as a player. His first pro 
manager, with the 1992 Gulf Coast Yankees, was Gary 
Denbo, who would later become his hitting coach, the 
guru who helped build the Yankees’ minor league system 
into one of baseball’s best, and the first man Jeter hired 
in Miami. Denbo is the Marlins’ vice president of player 
development and scouting. 

“Гуе learned,” Denbo says, “that once he sets his mind 
to something he usually gets it done. Same as he did as 
a player, he’s putting in the work.” 


ET’S START with the money. Last August, Loria 

selected a bid from a group led by Bruce Sherman— 

with Jeter on board—as the one he would present to 

МТВ ownership committee as the winning offer to 
buy the Marlins. In 1986 Sherman cofounded the money 
management firm Private Capital Management, which 
he sold in 2001 for about $1.3 billion. The price tag for 
the Marlins: $1.2 billion. Sherman’s group would write 
a check for $790.5 million, with Sherman footing almost 
half the tab, and assume the team’s 
$400 million in debt. 

Jeter made it known that he wanted 
to be the Marlins’ control person. As 
the deal neared the finish line, Samson 
told him that designation would not 
be possible. Jeter did not have a large 
enough stake in the equity of the team. 
(Reports have pegged Jeter’s invest- 
ment at $25 million.) 

“T keep hearing about my ‘modest’ 
investment,” Jeter says. “I wish that 
were the case. One, it’s not small. And 
two, that’s not accurate, no.” 

According to a source familiar with the deal, Jeter is 
the sixth-largest stakeholder in the Marlins, contributing 
$379 million. Asked to confirm that number, Jeter says, 
“Oh, it went up? Before it was 25. It’s higher than 25.” 

The bid went to the ownership committee with Sher- 
man listed as the control person, and the sale was un- 
animously approved on Sept. 27. According to Denbo, 
Jeter dreamed of becoming a major league owner “at least 
10 years ago.” Asked if he were disappointed not to be 
the control person, Jeter admits, “Of course. Of course.” 

In August the Sherman-Jeter group prepared a pro- 
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spective for potential investors dubbed Project Wolverine 
(after the mascot of the University of Michigan, which 
Jeter attended for one semester after the 1992 season). 
Five months later the Miami Herald revealed details 
from the document after two potential investors shared 
it with the newspaper. 

According to the Herald, Project Wolverine projected 
the Marlins to cut payroll in 2018 from $115 million to 
$90 million, but forecasts a 25% gain in ticket revenue 
and a 19% gain in attendance. Corporate sponsorship 
would almost double in three years, the prospective 
claimed. In addition, Jeter could help recoup his *mod- 
est financial investment,” the Herald said, through a 
$5 million salary and a series of bonuses tied to team 
profitability, prompting Joel Sherman of The New York 
Post to equate Jeter with Bialystock, the fictional char- 
acter from The Producers who makes money with an 
intentionally inferior product. 

“They were trying to raise money,” an MLB executive 
source says about the optimism of Project Wolverine. 
“You can’t show a plan that’s going to bleed money for 
seven years. Who’s going to invest in a plan like that?” 

Says Jeter, “The model you have is an old model. A lot 
of times you put together models and assumptions before 
you really get here and get under the hood. We've found 
out quite a bit since we got in here.” 

Jeter has traded every bit of what was one of the best 
young outfields in baseball—Giancarlo Stanton, 28; 
Marcell Ozuna, 27; and Christian Yelich, 26—as well as 
second baseman Dee Gordon, 29. The moves saved the 
team roughly $40 million on the 2018 payroll. 

Says Jeter, “The speculation of what they say my salary 
is—$5 million?—that's not true. And then I get a bonus 
based on what?" 

Profitability. 

“Not true," he says. “That’s not true." 


ETER, DRESSED in a crisp blue suit and white 
shirt open at the neck, is standing in the dugout of 
Marlins Park, which is dramatically lit for "Dinner 
on the Diamond,” a January function for about 150 
potential business partners, sponsors and season-ticket 
holders. They dine on tables arranged across the infield. 
A 12-piece band at home plate plays Latin music. The 
roof of Marlins Park, a modern, stylish ballpark that fits 
the South Florida aesthetic, is cracked just enough to 
reveal a swath of stars. Jeter, as DiMaggio did, evokes 
a casual elegance and commands any space he enters, 
even one this big. He is here to schmooze and sell. Before 
the dinner he glided from conversation to conversation 
in a cocktail hour in a private club. 
“The old ownership didn't do anything like this,” says 
one of the guests, Ivan Herrera, CEO of UniVista Insur- 
ance in Miami. ^New ownership is reaching out to the 
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community. It's time for a change, and [Jeter] realizes 
that. He's got my support." 

In the dugout, Jeter is reviewing his notes for his din- 
ner talk when his phone stirs with a text. It's from Joe 
Torre, chief baseball officer for MLB and Jeter's manager 
for 12 years with the Yankees. 

“Uh-oh, it's Mr. T," Jeter says. “I still get nervous when 
I know it's him. It's like, ‘What did I do?’ ” 

Like Denbo, former teammates Jorge Posada and 
Gerald Williams, former agent Casey Close, and se- 
lected others, Torre is part of Jeter's small but fiercely 
tight inner circle of confidantes. Jeter is bound to quote 
Torre on baseball matters, such as on the use of ad- 
vanced analytics. ^This organization is way behind in the 






analytics department, so 
that's something we're 
focusing on,” Jeter says. 
“But I think there is a 
human element. Mr. T 
says it perfectly: Players 
have heartbeats. Analyt- 
ics are great, but you still 
have to take the time to know the player. 

“Tf I had time Га go to Analytics 101. I’ve got to brush 
up on my Spanish. I understand a little more than I speak. 
Would I take classes? No question, I would." 

It's time for Jeter to sell. He walks out of the dugout, 
crosses the third base line and waits, perfectly enough, 
at shortstop. Jeter played his last game on Sept. 28, 2014. 
That was the last time he picked up a bat—or even thought 
about playing baseball. 

“When I retired people would say, ‘Oh, wait till spring 
training comes around. You're going to miss it, " Jeter 
says. “I can honestly say there has not been one day 
where I missed playing. And that's a good thing. I got 
everything out of my system, and there's nothing left." 

Then the man who played in more postseason games 
than any ballplayer ever, with more runs, singles, doubles, 
and triples and total bases, and who won five World 
Series, catches himself. 

“Tf I could wake up and play in the playoffs, maybe.” 


ROSTER CHANGE 


Fans were upset to say 
goodbye to Conine (above, 
with Loria]; still, Jeter 
(right, with Sherman] is 
doing more fan outreach 
than the old regime. 
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T THE end of last season, with the Sherman-Jeter 

group only days into taking ownership of the 

Marlins, the team’s best player, Stanton, sat down 

with president of baseball operations Michael 
Hill and told him he wanted out if the team was going 
to go through a rebuild. (On Jeter’s orders, the word 
rebuild is verboten among employees; he prefers to call 
it a “build.”) 

“When we got the team our thought was that he was 
going to be a part of it moving forward,” says Jeter. “He 
has a no-trade clause. The plan was he’s on our team.” 

Stanton had played eight seasons in Miami, all of 
them losing seasons, and he wanted to stay only if this 
ownership group was going to spend money to fortify the 


"I DON’T TREAT PEOPLE POORLY,” SAYS JETER. “YOU WOULD 
THINK SOME OF THESE PEOPLE COVERING THE STORY MIGHT 
THINK, WELL, YOU KNOW WHAT? THAT DOESN’T SOUND RIGHT.” 


He walks to the podium with that unmistakable gait— 
slightly bow-legged and as erect as if wearing a crown. 
He has notes in front of him to remind him of the topics 
he wants to address, but he otherwise wings it superbly. 
He tells potential sponsors that “Marlins Park is open 
for business. It is an entertainment venue and it should 
be used for more than just baseball.” He says the back- 
bone of success is building a strong farm system. “This 
is a new day,” he tells them. “We are sticking with our 
plan.... There will be no excuses tolerated. We will 
become the team you deserve.” 

Jeter does not eat at Dinner on the Diamond because 
he eats at home with his wife and daughter whenever he 
can. After the event he drives the 15 minutes to his resi- 
dence in Coconut Grove, a 5,200-square foot, 19th-floor 
apartment he is renting. Later that night, as he is getting 
ready for bed, his phone buzzes with a message from 
Jason Latimer, his VP of communications and outreach. 
It includes a link to a story that just broke about Yelich’s 
agent lobbying for a trade. Jeter puts the phone down 
without opening the link and goes to bed. 

“T try when I get home to stay off my phone after cer- 
tain hours,” he says. 

He does not open the link until the next morning, and 
only after he cuddles with his daughter. 

“My wife and I race in there in the morning to see who 
can get there first when she starts crying a little bit and 
then starts smiling,” says Jeter. “It’s the best part of the day. 

“T love being a dad. Absolutely love it. Puts things in 
perspective. She doesn’t talk yet, but when you get home 
and somebody’s happy to see you, regardless of what 
happened, it makes your day.” 


pitching staff. But, says Jeter, “You could have added two 
pitchers to this team and they still wouldn’t have won.” 

Seeing the writing on the wall, Stanton gave Hill a list 
of four teams to which he would accept a trade: the Dodg- 
ers, Cubs, Astros and Yankees. Initially none of the four 
showed interest, so Hill widened the search and engaged 
the Giants and the Cardinals. On Dec. 7, two days after 
meeting with Jeter and Hill in Miami, Stanton turned 
down those two suitors. But that same day, a repeat call 
by Hill to the Yankees proved fruitful. What changed? Five 
days earlier New York learned that Japanese free-agent 
pitcher/outfielder Shohei Ohtani had ruled them out. 

Once Yankees GM Brian Cashman told Hill he would 
include second baseman Starlin Castro (due $22 million 
over the next two years) in a trade, Hill says, “then you 
knew a deal was a possibility.” 

Denbo and Dan Greenlee, the Marlins’ new director 
of player personnel, spent all night and the next morn- 
ing digging through the Yankees’ system to determine 
which prospects they wanted. Hill knew that “to get 
better quality players in return,” he would have to kick 
in cash. The Marlins included $30 million in the deal, 
getting back prospects Jorge Guzman, 22, a pitcher, and 
Jose Devers, 18, an infielder—a take that critics consid- 
ered too light, driven more by finances than by talent. 

“Anyone who makes that comment doesn’t understand 
what we do as general managers,” Hill says. “More than 
ever, there are so many smart people working in other 
front offices. They all have parameters to work with. A 
10-year commitment and $295 million, you're not talking 
about 29 clubs with the ability to take that contract.” 

The critics took shots at Jeter, too. Why didn’t he talk 
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more with Stanton? Why shop him to teams not on his 
preferred list? 

“Ри the president of baseball operations,” Hill says. 
“That’s not Цетег 5] job. Unfounded and unfair. He's the 
CEO. He’s got to get his arms around so many things in 
addition to baseball. [Trade talks], that’s my job.” 

Two days later, as the winter meet- 
ings began in Orlando, Jeter was seen in 
a luxury box watching the Dolphins play 
on Monday Night Football. Wrote David 
Hyde of the Sun-Sentinel, “The Marlins 
burn. He watches the Dolphins. The 
baseball world laughs at this franchise. 
He sits among The Beautiful People.” 

“Tt’s just a bad look,” says a rival GM. 
“T know he’s the CEO. But it would be 
better if like the rest of us he’s at the 
whiteboard in the [winter meetings] 
suite at 2 a.m. grinding it out, studying 
roster spots.” 

Jeter says he never planned to attend 
the winter meetings because that re- 
sponsibility falls to Hill. Moreover, he 
attended the Dolphins’ game through 


ON JETER’S ORDERS, THE WORD REBUILD 
IS VERBOTEN AMONG EMPLOYEES; HE 
PREFERS TO CALLIT A “BUILD.” 


an invitation to meet with local business leaders about 
possible partnerships. But by then, Jeter’s doorstep had 
become a dumping ground of criticism. He took heat for 
the departures of Jack McKeon, Jeff Conine and Andre 
Dawson, who had served as advisers to Samson. 

“They are no longer special assistant to David Sam- 
son,” Jeter explains. “Не? no longer here. In my mind, 
that’s simple.” 

Jeter did offer the advisers a reduced role at a signifi- 
cant pay cut. None accepted. Jeter told fans at his town 
hall, “Those individuals were treated appropriately and 
with respect.” 

Jeter also took heat for the removal of play-by-play 
broadcaster Rich Waltz, even though Fox Sports, the 
local rights-holder for Marlins games, said publicly that 
the decision was theirs alone. 

Nothing created as much negativity for Jeter, however, 
than the dismissal of a Marlins scout, Marty Scott, who 
was recovering from colon cancer treatment. Scott, 64, 
told Yahoo Sports he was “very hurt” to learn with two 
weeks left on his contract that he wasn’t coming back. 

The Sherman-Jeter group did not gain operational 
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control of the team until Oct. 2. Most standard employee 
contracts in baseball expire on Oct. 31. In the second week 
of October the baseball operations department began 
the process of reviewing which of the Loria-Samson 
hires would be renewed. Scott’s review was put on hold 
because of his hospitalization. 

“We were incredibly sensitive to what 
Marty was going through,” Hill says. 
“We were trying to allow him to go 
through what he was going through. 
Marty wanted to know and kept calling 
to try to get an answer.” 

Only upon the inquiries from Scott, 
Hill says, did pro scouting director Jim 
Cuthbert inform Scott his contract 
would not be renewed. “Our desire 
is to be a first-class organization and 
treat people with respect,” Hill says. 
“How it was portrayed was not entirely 
accurate.... Our CEO has nothing to 
do with it.” 

Says Jeter about Scott’s dismissal, 
“The scout, I don’t even want to get into. 
He has health issues. There's no reason 
to go down that path.” 

Wrote Greg Cote of the Miami Herald 
of Jeter, “To call those moves callous is 
bad enough. To call them Loriaesque 
may be an еуеп greater indictment.” 
The Atlantic piled on last month, writ- 
ing, “Few athletes have entered a front- 
office role with as spotless a reputation, 
and fewer athletes have compromised that reputation 
so quickly.” 


ETER OWNS a 32,000-square-foot waterfront 

mansion in Tampa. It has become a white elephant. 

He originally planned to return to Tampa on week- 

ends, but in his first four months as Marlins CEO 
he spent just five days there: two at Thanksgiving and 
three at Christmas. 

“Pm here,” he says. “You have to be here.” 

Like all employees, he wears a photo identification 
badge, which is attached to his belt. He has just come 
from one of his frequent breakfasts with prospective 
investors and sponsors. Almost immediately after the 
Sherman-Jeter group purchased the team, the Marlins’ 
owners cast lines among wealthy local businesspeople for 
more money, this time with a prospective called Project 
Citrus. The effort was read widely as a signal that the 
ownership group was underfunded. 

“Bruce Sherman is very wealthy,” says a senior MLB 
executive. “We don’t have any concern about their finan- 
cial wherewithal. It’s actually a very well-financed group.” 


“One thing we wanted was to have local people in 
Miami invested in the team—to add to our group,” Jeter 
says. “It makes us stronger as an organization. We’ve got 
a lot of money. Don’t think that we don’t.” 

In front of Jeter’s desk is an enormous aquarium filled 
with colorful fish, and a conference table on the other side. 
To his left are floor-to-ceiling windows, dappled with the 
shadows of palm trees that sway in the trade winds that 
carry over South Beach and Biscayne Bay. This morning 
is the kind of brilliant that forces a Northerner, unbound 
from winter’s long twilight, to squint. 

If you summon the prime version of Jeter in your 
mind’s eye, up pops either that marionette-like, inside- 
out swing carving a humble single to rightfield or, most 
of all, the quick fist pump after a win, the equivalent 
imprimatur of Nike, the goddess of victory, raising the 
victor’s garland. 

The Yankees won 60% of the games in which Jeter 
played. “Winning is the best,” he says. “Winning a 
championship. That’s why you put all the work in. And 
that mind-set doesn’t change now in this position.” 

Pressure never shook him. Jeter hit .310 in the regular 
season and .308 in the postseason. Now that equa- 
nimity—the marble in him, with its high compressive 


strength—is tested again, but in the worst market in the 
league, with the worst TV contract, with $400 million 
of debt, a roster stripped of its best players, and a name 
and a title so big as to bear every bit of blame. He made 
$265 million as a player. He doesn’t need this. Or does he? 

“Why?” he says, repeating an inquiry about why he 
is behind this desk. “I want to build something and be 
proud of it. It’s going to be a challenge here. But you’ve got 
to like challenges. If it were easy it wouldn’t be worth it. 

“We believe we can turn this thing around. A lot of 
people viewed [the optimism] as a negative, or viewed it 
as us being crazy. But I think it’s a good thing. Correct 
me if I’m wrong, but the fan base should be happy that 
you have an ownership group that believes the fan base 
is coming back to the stadium. I will never apologize for 
believing in the Miami market.” 

In the cocktail hour before the Dinner on the Diamond 
event, grown-ups swooned around Jeter, posing for pictures 
and asking him to sign Yankees jerseys. He is the face of 
the Marlins, for better, as on nights like this, or for worse. 

Ralph Eguilior, an architect from Miami, walked up 
to Jeter. “I hope you’re as good an owner as you were a 
shortstop,” he said. 

Jeter smiled and said, “Better.” " 


FIGHT YOUR COUGH 


IN 12-HOUR SHIFTS. 


The liquid-strength 

of Robitussin fights 

your cough all-day 
or all-night. 


IT'S NEVER 
JUST A COUGH 


| Robitussin 


Use as directed. O 2017 Pfizer, Inc. 
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“WERE SUPER BOWL CHAMPS, BUT 
TIME DOES STOP WHEN YOU LOOK 

IN YOUR DAUGHTER’S PYES AND YOU 
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ONE FOR MY BABY 
Nick Foles celebrated the Eagles’ 
win with his seven-month-old, 
Lily, who shares her father's ability 
to keep calm оп the big stage. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED (ISSN 0038-822Х) IS PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY, WITH AN EXTRA ISSUE IN FEBRUARY, BY MEREDITH CORP. PRINCIPAL OFFICE: 225 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10281. PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT 

ween NEW YORK, МУ, AND ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICES. CANADA POST PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40110178. RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADA ADDRESSES THROUGH THE ОРМ PROCESS: GST *«888381821RTOC1. US 
РА N SUBSCRIPTIONS: $65 FOR ONE YEAR. SUBSCRIBERS: IF THE POSTAL SERVICE ALERTS US THAT YOUR MAGAZINE IS UNDELIVERABLE, WE HAVE NO FURTHER OBLIGATION UNLESS WE RECEIVE A CORRECTED ADDRESS WITHIN TWO YEARS 
YOUR BANK MAY PROVIDE UPDATES TO THE CARD INFORMATION WE HAVE ON FILE. YOU MAY OPT OUT OF THIS SERVICE AT ANY TIME. POSTMASTER: SEND ALL UAA TO CFS. SEE ОММ 707.4.12.5. NON-POSTAL АМО MILITARY FACILITIES 

( 7 SEND ADDRESS CORRECTIONS TO POST OFFICE BOX 62120, TAMPA, FL 33662-2120. MAILING LIST: WE MAKE A PORTION OF OUR MAILING LIST AVAILABLE TO REPUTABLE FIRMS. IF YOU WOULD PREFER THAT WE NOT INCLUDE YOUR 
% ж” NAME, PLEASE CALL OR WRITE US. 62018 MEREDITH CORP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. REPRODUCTION ІМ WHOLE ОР ІМ PART WITHOUT PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED IS А REGISTERED TRADEMARK АТ USPTO 
"ing CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS: FOR 24/7 SERVICE, PLEASE USE OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SI.COM/CUSTOMERSERVICE YOU CAN ALSO CALL 1-800-528-5000 OR WRITE TO SI AT P.O. BOX 62120, TAMPA, FL 33662-2120 


++ ++ 


£x 


ATORAD: 


tier 
209 
аа 
207 


uo 


3 
2 


| Е 


эц ‘DAS ю Фрешеред рәғәї&б% 





OPEN LETTER 


TO NBA STARS 
WRITING OPEN LETTERS 


Dear NBA Player, 


So the decision has officially been made, 





youre taking your game elsewhere. 


Best of luck! 


But before you pack your bags, 


you have to write the customary "open letter" to your fans. 


It has to hit just the right notes. 
Earnest, but not cliché. 
Humble, but not wistful. 

Excited, but not overzealous. 


It's an art form. 


And even if you do nail it, you should still expect some, 
shall we say, 
"passionate" fans of your former team 
to do some not-so-nice things to your old jersey. 


That 15, until now. 
Introducing (Ў American Express Jersey Assurance. 
Now, when you switch teams, there's a way your fans can switch jerseys. 


So craft your letter, thank [insert market], and get to work. 


We've got your fans' backs. 


CB = 


Learn more at NBAStore.com/Amex 





With American Express Jersey Assurance, when you buy an NBA jersey at NBAStore.com, Fanatics.com or the NBA Store location in NYC, you 
can exchange the jersey for free if the player switches teams - within 90 days from purchase for all fans, and within a whole year from purchase 
if you used your American Express? Card. Team switches by trade or free agency. Must exchange within 14 days of player switch. Terms apply. 


